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DEDICATION 
T. © 
Sir JOHN BARNARD, Knt. 


O U R conſummate 
Knowledge of the true 
$ Intereſt of 9 Coun- 
e fry; "your* Zeal and 
> unwearied; Application 
in the Ds of your Duty 
as a Legiſlator, and your Ex- 
perience in Trade, intitle you, be- 
yond moſt Gentlemen of your 
Country, to the Patronage of a 
Treatiſe purely calculated for re- 
trieving our decayed Manufactures 


andCommer ce, for diſcharging our 
A 7% <0 


il The DEDICAT ION to 


Debts, for reſtraining our exceſ- 
hve Luxury, and for rendering 
us, what we once have bcen, a 
happy and flouriſhing People. 

J am ſenfible there are Num- 
bers of our Nobility and Gentry 
that are indued with extenſive na- 


tural and acquired Talents, and 1 


believe them equally zealous and 
aſſiduous in their virtuous Care 
of our Liberties and Properties ; 
but there are few who underſtand, 
hke you, the real Springs, the 
| ſeveral various Channels, or the 
true Nature of Trade. 

The Theory alone of Trade 1s 
not ſufficient, without ſome De- 
gree of Experience, to guide the 
Patriot-legiſlator in his Schemes 
for cultivating and encouraging 
the Commerce of his Country : 
Without this experimental Know- 


ledge he will be always liable to 


E rror, and to the Impotition of 


thoſe 


„ 
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thoſe who find their particular 


Account in milleading him. I 


am ſorry to ſay that almoſt every 
Seflions of Parliament has fur- 
niſhed us with melancholy Ex- 
amples of this Complexion. 

How often have we ſeen the 
LL --------- re byaſſed by the In- 
tereſt and Craft of particular 
Men ? How often has the private 
Advantage of this or that Coun- 
tv or Borough, of this or that 
great Man, prevented the paſſing 
of Laws for promoting general 
Utility? But your long Experi- 
ence and Knowledge of Mini- 
{terial Intrigues, and of the un- 
due Influence of particular Per- 
ſons, make it unneceſſary for me 
to be more minute on this Head. 

You have ſeen theſe Foibles of 
our Conſtitution with a generous 


Concern, and have virtuoully in- 


ter poſed whenever you imagined, 
| that 
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that private Intereſt was prefer- 


red to the general good of your 
Country ; but Virtuc and manly 
Eloquence, ſuch as yours, have 
not always prevailed againſt Ig- 
norance and C------ — 

You will ſee Sir, that the prin- 
cipal Deſign of this Diſcourſe is 


to point out ſuch Means as ſeem 
moſt likely to retrieve cur Trade 
and Manufacturies, which have 


been viſibly decaying for many 
Years paſt. And as it may be 
wondred at by ſome, and disbe- 
lieved by others, how our pre- 
ſent Miſeries have been brought 
upon us, or that they are really 
ſuch as they are repreſented to 
be, it was judged neceſſary to 
give here a ſhort but true Deſcrip- 
tion of the preſent calamitous 
State of our Commerce, and to 


trace out ſome of the Cauſes that 
had 
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had contributed towards its De- 
preſſion. 

Such a Retroſpection into our 
paſt Conduct may contribute to- 


wards detering thoſe, that ſhall 


hereafter have the Management 
of our Affairs, from falling into 
the like fatal Inadvertencies, or 
may occaſion ſome wholeſome 
Laws for tying up the Hands of 
ſuch as would at any time ſacri- 
fice the Trade and Manufactures 
of their Country to Ambition, A- 
varice or Self-preſervation : For 
if ever the publick Good ſhould 
become a Thing of but little 
Concern, with fature Miniſters, 
and all their Meaſures ſhould tend 
only to the accumulating of 
Wealth, and continuing their own 
Influence, ſuch Laws may be 
found of ineſtimable Ule. 

You are ſenſible, Sir, that as 
unneceſſary Interruptions, 2 
| the 
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Weight of Taxes have ſunk our 


Commerce and Manufactures, to 


the low Ebb we now ſee them at; 


it will be impoſiible for theſe 
Sources of our Wealth, to reco- 
ver their former Vigour, except 
they are more affectionately che- 


riſhed for the Time to come, and 


unleſs they are eaſed of thoſe un- 
natural Clogs that have reduced 
them. You ; abt know, that the 


Continuance of our Taxes, 1s ow- 


ing to the exorbitant Expences 
theNation has been put to tor ma- 
ny Years paſt, and that except we 


are wiſe enough, to become more 
trugal for the future, it will be 


morally impractible to reduce our 


Debts, or recover our Trade. You 
3 


are likewiſe {enlible, that as _—_ 
of our Funds are anticipated, 1 

will be abſolutely neceſſary 8 
raiſe ſome new Taxes, in order to 


make the Deficiencies that muſt 


attend 
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attend the Diſſolution of all ſuch as 


now nearly affect our Manufactures 
and that thoſe ſhould be raiſed on 
the Rich a one. And as I doubt 
not, but you ſee the dangerous 
Growth of our Luxury with Con- 
cern, I don't queſtion you will be 
of Opinion, that the Suppreſſion 
of this growing Evil ſhould be 
made ſubſervient to the Purpoſes 
of Trade, by eaſing the one with 
laying ſome neceſſary Incumbran- 
ces on the other. 

Theſe are Points I have endea- 
voured to illuſt rate, though they 
are ſo ſelf-evident, that one would 
ſcarce ly think it poſſible they 
could eſcape the Obſervation of 
moſt Men, much leſs of thoſe 
whoſe Birth and Fortune had in- 
titled them to the Suffrage of the 


Publick; but ſhould we ever be 


ſo unhappy as to ſee Stupidity 


find its Way into that auguſt Aſ- 


a ſembly, 
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ſembly, I aſſure myſelf the Foree 
of your ſtrong Reaſoning will 
clear up the Underſtandings of 
all ſuch as ſhall not be M ---—-- y 


blind. This, indeed is a Diſeaſe 


beyond the Reach of the moſt 


skilful Orator, in as much as the 
Cure would be impoſſible, with- 


out the Concurrence of the Pati- 


ent himſelf, who probably may 
find his Account in the Continu- 
ance of his Inf ----- 5s Diſtemper. 


But we will hope for the beſt, 
I will ſuppoſe that the late Choice 


of the People has fallen on ſuch 


as will be virtuouſly ſenfible of 
the high Truſt repoſed in them; 

and though they ſhould not, we 
will hope at leaſt, they will have 
Senſe enough to ſee into their own 
immediate Intereſt, (ſuppoſing 


them regardleſs of Poſterity, and 
their Principals) before the Re- 


dreſs 
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dreſs of our Trade becomes im- 
practicable. 

For my Part, I declare I had 
no other View, than the publick 
Good, in this Undertaking, and 
as I have carefully endeavoured 


to keep up to the Deſign of it, 


without intending Reflections on 
any Man, it is to be hoped no 
Perſon will think himſelf pointed 
at, from any Thing I was obliged 
to ſay in the Courſe of the Work. 
As for you, Sir, as you are a 
known Friend to your Country, 
and to a virtuous publick Spirit, 
I aſſure myſelf of your Appro- 
bation of the Defign of this 
Treatiſe, and of your Pardon for 
thus making Ule of your Name 
without your Knowledge. 


[ am, &c. 
| Seaſon- 
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Seaſonable Obſervations 
ON THE 


DECLENSION 


Rey 
TRADE and COMMERCE. 


H E Buſineſs of Ta ADE is fo 
interwoven with the Intereſt 
of States, that it is become 
the Duty of the greateſt Men 
ro enquire into the Nature ard 
Condition of it; but we of theſe King- 
doms are more immediately obliged to this 
Duty, than thoſe of moſt other Nations, 
as the whole of our Wealth and Power flaw 
from Trade and Commerce. For it is ob- 
ſervable that our Influence in Eusors 
has gradually encreaſed, as Commerce was 


underſtood and cheriſhed at Home by our 
B Guar- 
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Guardians and Legiſlators ; and has gradu- 
ally decreaſed, as this Spring of Power was 


miſunderſtood and neglected. A curſory 


Retroſpection of our Affairs for half a Cen- 


tury will convince the moſt Incredulous of 
the Truth of this Obſervation. 


Qurren ELIZABETH's Miniſters ſeemed 


to have underitood Trade to Perfection, 


and, without Doubt, it is owing to their 
Skill and Regard for Commerce, that we 


had been ſo long capable of holding the 


Beam of Power on the Continent ; for, as 
Induſtry increaſes or decreaſes, in Proporti- 
on to the miniſterial Regard or Diſregard 


for the Commerce of a Nation, it is mani- 


feſt, that if our Trade, which then was in 
its Infancy, had not been cheriſhed, by the 
true Patriots of thoſe Nays, our Weight, 
to this Time, would {ſcarcely have been 
felt in the Scale. | 


SoMr iniquitous Miniſters, who had form- 


ed Deſigns on the Liberties of their fel- 
low Subjects, had found it neceſſary to re- 
ſtrain and diſcountenance the Trade of 
thoſe they intended to ſtrip of their Free- 
dom; for as Poverty certainly follows an 
Interdiction of Induſtry, theſe Sous of 


Ruin find their Account in laying the Poli- 


tical Axe to the Root of Affluence, as the 
ready Means for cutting away the darling 
Tree 


. 
4 
x 
4 
7 5 


% 
N 
4 

x 

: 

J 


Seaſonable Obſervations 3 


Tree of Liberty, which ſeldom thrives in 
a Land of Poverty and Want. 


Ir is alſo uſual, with theſe dangerous 
Stateſmen, to introduce Luxury as another 
ſure Means of promoting the ſervile Work 
of Slavery; for the Example of the Great 


| ſeldom fails of drawing the Populace, of 


any Nation, into Extremes of Dyet, Ap- 
parrel, Equipage, Furniture and Building, 
which certainly precipitate a People into 


Poverty and Dependance. As Induſtry may 
be juſtly called the Parent of Wealth, Par- 


cimony may not improperly be looked upon 
as the Nurſe of it, ſo that whenever Lux- 
ary is introduced into a Nation of Com- 
merce, one may conclude her not only fall- 
en from the Zenith of her Power, but 
ſwiftly running into the moſt deſolate Mi- 


ſery. 


PuFFENDORE obſerves of HoLLanD, a- 
bove fifty Years ago, that though ſhe ap- 


peared about that Time, in a flouriſhing 


State of Power and Commerce, ſhe would 
decline in both, much ſooner than moſt 
People imagined. This judicious Author 
founded his Obſervation on the growing 
Luxury which, then, only appeared a- 
mongſt that People, famed for Abſtinence 
and Oeconomy before. I won't ſay that 


the Miniſters of the then Prince of Ox ance, 
B 2 who 


4 on Tn and CouurRcx. 
who alpired at the Stadtholderſhip, about 


that Time, had politically introduced Lux- 
wry there, as a Means for bringing that 


People, | jealous of their Freedom, into 


his Views: But it is certain, that the Spirit 


of Exceſs, which had then got footing in 
the Provinces, had no ſmall Share in that 
Prince's arriving at a Power, far exceeding 
that which any of his Anceſtors had been 
inveſted with by that Republick. 


Wr find Henry IV. of France introduc- 
ing Gaming, and all other luxurious Exceſſes 
to that Kingdom, the better to bring the 
Wealthy into his Views of a4ſolute Pow- 
er. A French + Author aſſures us, that 
that ambitious Prince had ſecretly invited, 
and went Sharer with a certain Italian 
Gameſter, called PIMENTELLI, who had 
bought up all the Dice in Paris, and intro- 
duced falle ones in their room, the better 
to execute his Deſigns. The ſame Author 
adds, that SuLLY, Intendant of the Finan- 
ces, was the Perſon who had adviſed this 
pernicious Scheme, in order to accompliſh 
thoſe Deſigns of Dependance and Submiſ- 
lion, he had long projected. 


Al rhouc it be true, that the Subjects 
of GREAT Britain have not the leaſt Rea- 
fon to apprehend, that any Deſigns have 

been 
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been ſormed againſt their Liberties, and that 
it cannot be ſo much as inſinuated, that the 


preſent Decay of our Trade, and the late 
growth of Luxury amongſt us, are owing 


to the ambitious Views of our Miniſters ; 


yet, as our Misfortunes are but too obvious, 
it cannot be thought unneceſſary, that I at- 
tempt to point out to my Countrymen 
the Methods, by which the Evils they feel 
may be remedied. It were to be wiſhed, that 
the general Complaint of our Luxury and 
Loſs of Commerce had not been well found- 
ed; but I am ſorry the Evils are too ſen- 
ſibly felt, and too viſible to be palliated. 
Complaints, it is true, have been made, at 
all Times; but I believe it won't be deni- 
ed, that none have been ſo general and ſo 


continued as the preſent; and indeed, it is 


not to be admired, that the Qutcry ſhould 
be loud and univerſal, when every Man in 
the Nation, of common Underſtanding, 
takes upon him to point out the ſeveral Cau- 
ſes of our Calamities. But, however others 
may be inclined to impute our Misfortunes: 
to Deſign and Neglect, or both, for my own 
Part, I impute them partly to Necęſſity, 
and partly to an Ignorance of the true Na- 
ture of Commerce; and, for this laſt 
Reaſon, I have lamented, that our. Men 
of Faſhion do not make the Buſineſs of 
Trade as much their Study as it behoves 
them to do. It is certain, that an ZAnglifh 

Gentleman 
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Gentleman is obliged more, than any other 
of his Rank in Evukoye, to be well verſed, 
at leaſt, in the Theory of Commerce, and 
even the Practice ſhould be familiar to him, 
if he would promote the real Intereſt of his 
Country. Even our Nobility, as they are 
a Branch of the Legiſlature, are indiſpen- 
ſibly obliged to be well informed of the 
trading Intereſt of the Nation. 


Tx Diſtinction which ſome would make, 
berween the /anded and trading Intereſt of 
this Country, is too abſurd to be taken no- 
tice of here, there being, at this Time, 
ſcarcely a landed Gentleman in the King- 
dom, who has not obſerved, from the Va- 
lue of his Eſtate, as Commits flouriſhed 
or decayed, that he is an Enemy to his 
Country, who would endeavour to diftin- 
guiſ between or ſeparate her blended land- 
ed and commercial Intereſt. 


"9.1 

| Berors we proceed to the Methods for 

retrieving our Trade, it may not be i impro- 
per to trace out the Steps by which it has 
been depreſſed. For though Men are ſel- 
dom fond of hearing a Recapitulation of 
their Neglects or Errors, yet it cannot 
be thought unneceſſary, in as much as it 
may help to guard them againſt future 
Miſtakes. 


TRE 
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Tue Wars we entered into, in Conſe- 
quence of the Revolution, during the 
Reigns of King WILLIAd and Queen 
ANN, had neceſſarily limited our Com- 
merce whilſt they ſubſiſted; but as FRANCE, 
and moſt other States in EuxopE, were en- 
gaged in theſe Wars, there was no Poſſibi- 
lity for them to have improved their Trade, 
to our Prejudice, during that Interval of 
Confuſion. | 


Is it not true, that FRANCE was under a 
Neceſſity of eſtabliſhing ſome Woollen Ma- 
nufactures (to which ſhe had been a Stranger 
to till that Period of Time) for her Home 
Conſumption, during theſe Wars? And may 
not we ourſelves therefore be ſo far deemed 
to have been the Authors of the preſent De- 
cay of our Trace, in as much as we had 
drove FRaNCE to that Neceſlity ? For, 
without doubt, it we could have continu- 
ed in Peace with that Crown, we mult 
neceſſarily have become the Clothiers of 
that populous Nation, which, then, ſeemed 


only bent upon the Improvement of their 
Sill and Linnen Manufactures. 


Ir is true indeed, this Misfortune might 
have been partly remedied at the Peace of 
UrTREcurT, if we had laid hold of the Op- 
portunities given us by that Treaty. We 
were intitled, in yertue of that Treaty, to 

1mport 
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import our moſt material Woollen Manufac- 
tures into FR AN, under certain Reſtricti- 

ns; but they were ſuch as left us Room 
enough to have deitroyed all the Manufac- 
tures of Mool in that great Kingdom: And 
though we had been Loſers, for a few 
Years, by our Importations into France, 
(which, I think, could not well be in 1713) 
yet it is certain, we ſhonld be many Mil- 
lions Gainers, at this Time, by the Experi- 
ment. For, let it be conſidered how im- 
menſly our Moollen Trade would have been 
encreaſed, could we have deſtroyed the Ma- 
nufactures of that Kingdom, which has ſince 
ſupplanted us in our Turky Trade, and many 
other material Branches of our Commerce. 


Bes1Drs, could we have Soca the 
Looms of France, even the Natives there 
muſt have becn ſoon obliged to us for their 
own ordinary Conſumption. And if it be 


true, that that Nation conſiſts of no leſs 


than 2000,000,000 of People, it is eaſy to 
compute the Benefit that muſt have accru- 
ed to us, as her Clothiers. That we ſhould 
have had the Cloathing of the FRENCH is 
certain, if we could have deſtroyed their 
own Fabricks, which, in all human Pro- 
bability, we mould have done, had we ſet- 
tled a Tariff with them on the Footing of 
the Treaty of UTrEcar. 


Tae 
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Tu chief Objection, raiſed againſt a 
Treaty of Commerce with FRN E in 1713, 
was, that our Trade with PoRTrUGAL would 
ſuffer, by admitting French Wines upon 
the ſame Terms with the Portugueſe. It is 
well known, that the Natives of Por Ty- 
GAL have always dealt with us more out of 
Intereſt than Affection; ſo that, except 
they could be ſupplied upon cheaper Terms 
by other Nations, there was no reaſon for 
apprehiending the Loſs of that Branch of 
our Commerce, though we had ſettled a 
Tariff with France. And we might have 
had this further Advantage by it, even as 
to Por TuGar, that the Prices of her Vines, 
which are now almoſt treble to what they 
were in 1713, would have continued on the 
antient Footing. 


As the Wines and other Products of 
FranCE may be looked upon as meer Su- 
perfluities, we could never receive any ma- 
terial Prejudice from a reciprocal Trade 
with that Kingdom, in as much as the Con- 
ſumption of ſuch luxurious Articles, ſole- 
ly depended on ourielves; whereas our 
Exports to France muſt be looked upon 
as abſolutely neceſſary to the Natives there. 


Uron the whole of this memorable Op- 
poſition, given to the Commerce-bill in 
1713, I cannot help faying, that it was 

| (; eſſen- 
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eſſentially injurious to the Moollen Manu- 
factures of this Nation; but, for the Op- 
ponents Sake, I will ſuppoſe the Injury was 
not intended, though it be no Attonement 
to the Publick. 


We had ſcarcely taſted the Fruits of 
Peace, when our alternate Miſunderſtand- 
ings with SWEDEN and Muscovy had in- 
terrupted our Commerce to the Barrick. 


However neceſlary theſe Steps may have 


been, it is certain, they contributed to the 
Decay of our Commerce by paving the 
Way for Prvu:s:a to ſupplant us in our 
Trade of coarſe Cloths to Russi, and by 
breaking through a Chain of Friendſhip, 


which had ſubſiſted for above two Centu- 


ries, between this Nation and two of the 
moſt powerful and populous Kingdoms in 
the North. 


TRE Obſtruction given to our Trade 


from thoſe Northern Quarrels chiefly af- 
fected our Manufactures in YorksniRE ; 


and though, of late, they ſeem to have 


fuller Employment than they had ſince 
the Loſs oi the Russ:an Trade, yet I 
cannot help thinking, that the preſent 
Call for coarſe Manufactures is rather a 
Loſs than a Benefit to the Nation. If theſe 
fort of Goods had been exported for the 
BaLTIck, as uſual, it would certainly be of 

Adyantage ; 
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Advantage; but when theſe cheap, coarſe 
Manufactures find their Way to Spain, I- 
TALY, and PorTuGar, Countries that had 
always, till of late, taken off a much fer 
Manufacture, it ſeems to me rather a mani- 
feſt Detriment, than Advantage to the Na- 
tion in general. If, indeed, the Exporta- 
tion of our Northern Manuſactures to the 
South, had been ah additional Branch of 
Commerce, it would have been of real Ad- 
vantage; but ſince it is founded only on 
the Ruins of a much finer Commodity, 
uſually exported to theſe Countries, it ceaſes 
to be a Benefit. But in the preſent unhap- 


py State of our Manufactures, a Demand 


for any ſpices of them may be looked up- 
on as an Advantage. 


Our Northern Quarrels were ſcarcely 


healed, when a Rupture with SpaIN was 


thought neceſſary, by thoſe who, no doubt, 
underſtood the national {tereſt to Perfection. 
It were to be wiſhed, indeed, that we had 
not been, at that Time, obliged to break with 


a Kingdom the moſt uſeful to us in Point 


of Commerce of any in the World. For 
as the late Interruption to the BarTt'ck, 
and two expenſive Wars, had neceflarily 
depreſſed our Trade, a Breach with Sera in, 
muſt unavoidably have compleated its Ruin, 
and therefore 1 will not doubt, but that 
the Miniſtry; in 1718, had more cogent Ieca- 

C 2 ſons 
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ſons than appears to me for that Spaniſh 
War. | 


I SHALL not enter into a Detail of the Cap- 
tures and other Misfortunes, which were the 
Conſequence of a Rupture with Spain, at 
that Time, and which have not a little con- 
tributed to the preſent Depreſſion of our Com- 
merce ; but I muſt obſerve, that Fr a xc: 


found her Account in thole Diſtracti—- 
ons. For as the SpANIARDS muſt be ſup- 


plied, they were neceſſitated, by the In- 
terdiction of our Trade with them, to have, 
from Fr ance, ſuch coarſe Manufactures, as 
ſhe could furniſh them withal. And this, I 
think, is the only Reaſon that can be aſſign- 
ed, for the Diſuſe of our fine Manufacture of 
Cloth in Seain, from that Time to this. 
For, whenever any Branch of Commerce 


happens to be znterditied, as was the Cale 


here, another Channel will naturally open 
itſelf, which ſeldom or never can be ſhut 
up, ſo as for that, which had been inter- 
rupted, to be recovered again, 


Bur this was not the only Diſadvantage 
which attended that Breach with Sy AN; 


for as FRANCE had found the Sweets of a 
Branch of Trade, unknown to her before 


that Time, ſhe employed all her Art to 


draw the chief Material from us, that ſhe 


might carry her Moollen Manufactures to 
mck” 
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ſuch Perfection, as ſhould put it out of our 
Power to recover our former Trade with 
SeAiN, whenever we ſhould happen to re- 
cover her Friendſhip. To this End ſhe 
wiſely encouraged the Importation of Eu- 
gliſb and Iriſh Wool ;, and, as the Demand 
for her Manufactures encreaſed in Spain, 
ſhe prudently took off the Prohibitions, 
which, before that Time, were laid on fo- 
reign Worſted and Bay-yarn : So that we 
found that artful Nation taking all the 
Steps imaginable, for perpetuating a Branch 
of Commerce, which the Neceſlities of 
our Diſſentions with Syain opened to her. 
It won't, T ſuppoſe, be doubted, that the 
Durck and FLEMINGSs had improved this 
fatal Opportunity, as well as the FRENCRH. 


Our Difference with Spain was pro- 
ductive of another Evil, which though not 
equal to the Interdliction of our Trade with 
that Nation, and the Captures and Seizures 
made by her, yet it muſt be looked upon to 
haveprecipitated the Decay of our Commerce. 
This was the Peace between HoLLaxd and 
ALGER, which Iwill ſuppoſe (for certain 
Reaſons) the FRENCH had mediated, in 
order to induce the Sr Arts to accede to the 
Treaty of HAN OVER. 


Ir is true it would have been uncharita- 
ble to have endeavoured to obſtruct that 
. 
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Treaty; but, without doubt, it would have 


been the Intereſt of EncLaxp, if the 
Dorch and ALiGtrixnes had continued at 
Enmity. For before that Treaty was me- 
diated between thoſe Nations, we had the 
Advantage of being Carriers for the Durch, 
the HampurGERs, the DanrTzickens, 
the Sw:.pes, and the Danes, to and from the 
MEDITERRANLAN, and partly to SPAain and 
 PorTUGAL-. 


Tar political Authors of the preſent 
Age, having ſufficiently exemplified our 
extraordinary Expences, in Conſequence 


of our Quarrels in the North and the South, 


I ſhall only obſerve, that could theſe im- 


menſe Ormt-goings have been ſpared, we 


ſhould have been enabled to eate our Trade 
and Manufactures of thoſe Taxes that are 


now real Clogs upon them; and even in 
this reſpect, our Miſunderſtandings with 
SPAIN, and the Powers of the North 


muſt be looked upon as Evils of the firſt 
Magnitude, tho' they may have been ne- 
ceſſary. 


IT were to be wiſhed, that the foregoing 
foreign Tranſactions had been the only Im- 


pediments given to our Trade ſince the 
Peace of UrRECHT; but I am afraid we 
ſhall find ſome of our domeſtich Proceed- 


ings to have equally contributed towards its 


preſent 
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preſent Depreſſion. And though one might 
be able to produce a long Catalogue of ſuch 
Tranſactions, I ſhall content myſelf with a 
very few Obſervations on this Head, 


Tat South-ſea Scheme in 1720 was, 
not only in its Conſequence, but allo in its 
very Nature, the molt ijurious to Trade 


of any Project the Wit of Man was able 


to deviſe. And I have often wondered that 
our moſt conſiderable Traders, who could 
not but have ſeen the evil Tendency of 
that Scheme, had not fairly and itrongly 
repreſented the Dangers of it to their Su- 
periors before it was carried into Execution : 
For I cannot think, that any Motives could 
have induced our Guardiaus, at that Time, 
to ſupport that Project, if any Pains had 
been taken to have made them ſenſible of 

the Injuries that muſt have ariſen from it. 
But as that melancholy Affair has been ſo 
often canvaſſed, and is now ſo well under- 
ſtood, I ſhall only obſerve, that the Puniſh- 
ments inflicted on that Occaſion were not, 
in my Opinion, adequate to the Heinouſ- 
neſs of the Crime: And I wiſh, that the 
Lenity, ſhewn at that Time, may not have 
occaſioned the ſubſequent Imbezlements 
and Milapplications, ſo frequently complain- 
cd of by the Publick. | 


Ir is trac, ſome Alterations were made 
in 
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in the then Miniſtry, in order, I ſuppoſe, 
to appeaſe the Sufferers, and a Gentleman 
of great Abilities, in our Domeſtick Af- 
fairs, was charged with the arduous Task 
of eſtabliſhing puhlich Credit, and healing 
our Diſtraction : But though he had ex- 
ceeded the publick Expectation, yet it 
was impoſlible to have prevented the inju- 
rious Conſequence of that fatal Project to 
the Trade of the Nation. 


Oos Trade to Amtrica was the only 
Branch of our Commerce, which our ne- 
ceſſary, but unhappy, Quarrels in the North 
and the du, could not materially affect; 


but, I Know not how it happened, eren 


this Trade has been declining for many 
Years: Ard I wiſh that the Importation of 
Brandies from DUxKiRK, paying the He- 
miſhꝰ Duty only, which had continued ſince 
1722, had not chiefly contributed towards 
its Declenſion. For it is certain, that e- 
ver ſince the Duties on foreign Spirits were 
reduced to 4 5. I d. per Gallon, our Sugar- 
trade has decayed gradually; and indeed it 
could not be well expected to happen other- 
wiſe, ſince a principal Part of that Com- 
merce conſiſts in Rum, which could find 
little Vent here, after the Reduction of the 
Duties on foreign Spirits. 


How we came to look upon DoxkIR k, 


though 


. 
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though a Part of the Dominions of Francs, 


to be intitled to a Privilege the other Ports 
of that Kingdom were not allowed, I cannot 
tell; but this may be ſaid, that the Ports 
of NormManDy and BriTany, as theſe 
Provinces were no Part of Old Prance, 


had as good a Right to be exempted from 


the French Duties of 6 s. and 8 d. per Gal- 
lon, as DvnxinRx., But I will ſuppoſe 
there was a particular Clauſe in ſome Act 
of Parliament for that Purpoſe, tho' I could 
neyer meet with any. 


I wisn the Decay of our Syugar-trade may 
not be alſo. owing to the Indigence or In- 
capacity of ſome of thoſe who had been in- 
truſted with the Intendancy of our ar- 


Iſlands ; and, if there be any Truth in the 


Advices from thoſe Parts, there are Rea- 
ſons for believing that our Officers there, 
at leaſt ſome of them, have not cheriſhed 
that Trade as far as they ought to have done 
for the good of this Nation. 


IsHaLL take notice, in the Sequel of this 
Diſcourſe, of the Methods by which the 
FRENCH have role to their preſent Height 
of Affluence in Americas, and leave the 
Reader to judge between their Indulgence, 


and our own in the Government of their 


Plantations. Trade is not like the Palm- 
irce, Which, as Naturalifts tell us, thrives 
D in 
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in proportion to the Addition of Weight 
laid upon it; on the contrary, to bring Trad? 
to Maturity, it muſt be en and * en- 
dente 5 E 


Our Trade to Tu R Ex is ina lamentable 


Condition, though the raging Peſtilence at 


MaksEILLEs in 1719, and for two Years al- 
ter, ſhould be a Reaſon why it ſhould flou- 
riſh more than it had, even before the Peace 


of UTRECHT, This ineftimable Branch of 


our Commerce is ſo dwindled, that of twen- 

ty ſour Houſes or Factories we had at SMiyr- 
Na, ſome Years ago, there arc now but four 
only; and, if I am rightly informed, it is 
proportionably the ſame, throughout the 


Extent of the whole 7urk;ſb Empire. This 


melancholy Declenſion, of this Branch of 
our Commerce, muſt be more owing to the 
Clogs upon our Manufactures, and the 
FluQuation of our Meaſures, than to any 
Unaptneſs in our commercial Agents, who 
have been always looked upon to equal, in 


Skill and Induſtry, thoſe ol any other Na- | 


tion in EvRoPe. 


Tu Practice of raiſ ing Money, for the 
current Service, by Way of Lottery, has 
not a little contributed towards the Declen- 
fron of Trade; and for this Reaſon I have 
been ſenſibly concerned whenever I ſaw any 


Acts paſſed for this Purpoſe, particularly 


when 
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when the Tickets were at ten Pounds and 
under: For, beſides the Idleneſs and Ex- 
pence which this Sort of Gaming produces 
among the People, it proves an Induce- 
ment to the Artizan to withdraw Part of 
his Capital out of his Trade, which can- 
not but be injurious to one of a middling 


Stock. 


As «© our | Intorel ſhould indoce us to give 
all Sorts of Encouragement to Trade, fo 
ſhould it - oblige us to rid it of all thoſe 
Clogs and Impediments that hang upon it, 
whether authorized by Law or Cuſtom on- 
ly. The ſeveral Perqui/ttes, exacted upon 
the Trader in the Offices under the Crown, 
are become a real Charge upon Commerce; ; 


but of many Inſtances of this Kind, which 


may be given, I ſhall only mention the 
Expences that attend the Recovery of 
Drarw-backs at the C . 


Drew were certainly allowed for 
the Encouragement of Trade, and, with- 
out doubt, they would prove of far great- 
er Advantage, than they do, if the Trad- 


er could receive them without any Charge, 


and as ſoon as they became due: But it ſo 
happens, that the Merchant oſten chuſes 
rather to give up his Claim, when the De- 
mand does not exceed two or three Pounds, 
than be at the Expence and Fatigue of 

D 2 working 
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working through the Intricacies of the ſe- 
veral Offices of the Cuſtoms, 


T nave ſeen a Calculation of the Perqui- 
ſites eſtabliſhed only by Cuſtom, raiſed up- 
on the Subject by the Officers of the Crown, 
and was ſorry to find them exceed the neat 
Duties on Salt, Soap, and Candles, put toge- 
ther. It cannot be denied but that the Trea- 
ſury allows ſufficient Salaries to thoſe who 
Act under that awful Board; nor can it be 
reaſonably thought, that they are counte- 
nanced, by there Superrors, in their Ex- 
actions upon their fellow Subjects. 


Tarr are many other Hardſhips, ariſing 
from the Collection of the publick Revenue, 
which materially obſtruct Trade; but as it 
would be impoſſible to enumerate them all, 
I ſhall only obſerve, that as the Crown pays 
for all Proſecutions relating to the Revenue, 
the Court of Exchequer ſeldom wants Oc 
cupation, which, without doubt, can be no 
Encouragement to any 'Trade but the Law. 


EveRy fair Trader muſt naturally be an 
Enemy to the clandeſtine Importer, and 
therefore all Laws which prohibit an illicit 
Commerce are juſtly looked upon as publick 
Benefits, as they are ſuppoſed to be calcu- 
lated for the Encouragement of Trade; but 
it may ſo happen, ſometimes, that Laws 

| intended 
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intended for the Advancement of Commerce 
may become injurious to it, and ſuch, I am 
afraid, the late retroſpective Law to pre- 
vent Smuggling, has proved in its Conſe- 
quence: I am likewiſe afraid that the Al- 
terations made in this Law, the laſt Seſſions, 
will not be leſs deſtructive of Induſtry, than 
the former Law, tho' both might have been 
deſigned for its Advancement. 


A REGARD ſhould always be had to ſtrict 
_ Juſtice in enacting all Laws, particularly 
ſuch as affect the Liberty of the Subject. 
In vertue of the Law, under our Conſide- 
ration, a Man might be beggared and impri- 
ſoned for the Crimes he had been guilty of 
before the Law was made, or perhaps ſo 
much as thought of by the Projector him- 
ſelf; nay, and often, for Crimes falſly al- 
ledged againſt him, by thoſe who were to 
benefit by the Perjury. Many of our moſt 
uſeful fellow Subjects have retired into fo- 
reign Countries to avoid the Severities of 
that Law, which did not ſeem to anſwer 
the Ends for which it was or ought to have 
been made, and therefore may be juſtly 
looked upon to have been injurious to 
Trade. | 


Pupricx Companies, as they are little 
leſs than Monopolies, have been looked up- 
on, by moſt People, as injurious to the ge 
neral Commerce of a Nation; but _ 

ieve 
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lieve it won't be conteſted, by even the 
Advocates for them, that they really be- 
come 10, when they are corruptly managed. 
The ſeveral Applications to Parliament, 
ſince the Year 1720, in relation to Frauds 
in the Direction of ſome of our encorpo- 
rated Bodies, put it beyond Diſpute, that 
they have not been managed with ſtrict Can- 
dour; and, I am afraid, the Lenity ſhewn 
to Delinquents i is the only Reaſon that has 
prevented a more general Complaint. For 
to what Purpoſe ſhould a Proprietor com- 
plain, when. he is morally ſure, if Exam- 
ple can make a Man fo, to be left in a 
worſe Condition after, than he was in before, 
the expenſive Proſecution was ſet on Foot? 


Ir is true, ſome of our Companies ſeem- 
ed to have followed little other Trade than 
that pernicious one carried on in Exchange- 
Alley; which is now in a great meaſure pre- 
vented : But as the Chain of Commerce is 
- compoſed of many relative as well as actual 
Links, there are no Miſapplications or Miſ- 
managements, throughout the whole State, 
however remote they may appear, but af- 
fect, more or leſs, the national Trade. So 
that, to view the Corruption of our Com- 
panies, in this Light only, it muſt be ad- 
mitted, that our Commerce muſt ſeverely 
ſuffer from any Indulgence to theſe Plun- 


derers of the Publick. Lenity, in ſome 
Caſes, 
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Caſes, may become vicious, inſtead of being 
virtuous, and particularly ſo, when it proves 
an Incouragement to Corruption, which, I 
am afraid, would be found to be the Caſe 
in this Inſtance, if the real State of all our 
other Incorporations had been as minutely 
examined into, as thoſe of the South Sea, 


the Charitable, and the Tork-buildings. 


Ir is is allowed, that ſome Puniſhments 
have been inflicted on theſe Occaſions ; but 
as they were not adequate to the Crime, and 
on a few only of the pilfering Agents, and 
that the Over-grown went free, it is to be 
apprehended, that theſe Reſearches rather 
added than diminiſhed the vicious Aſſurance 
of thoſe in other Directions. There are many 
Reaſons why a good Engliſhman can be no 
Friend to great Companies; but were there 
no other, than that they may one Day be- 
come dangerous Weapons in the Hands of an 
over-graſping Miniſter, it ought to determine 
him againſt them. And for this Reaſon, 
as well as that, I thought them deſtructive 
of Trade; I was ſorry, that a ſalutary Pro- 
poſal, concerning our Easr IN DIA Trade, 
made, a few Years ago, by a Gentle- 
man of known Skill and Integrity, had 
not met with Countenance. But, without 
doubt, the Opponents to that Scheme had 
their Reaſons for the Continuance of the 
Company. 
: Having 
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Having thus curſorily enumerated a few 
of thoſe unhappy Cauſes that have con- 
tributed towards the preſent Decay of 
our Commerce, we will conciſely examine 
if the Declenſion of this Source of our 
Wealth be as real as it is generally com- 
plained of: And we are the more inclined 
to think ſome what of this kind neceſſary, 
becauſe ſome Writers have lately taken 
great Pains to perfuade the People, that 
our Trade never was more extenſive, or 
more advantageons, than it is at preſent. 


I Wwox'r take upon me here to point 

out the Views of theſe Authors, for thus 
endeavouring to propagate an Opinion ſo 
repugnant to the Senſe of the People in 
general; but, in order to juſtify theſe com- 
mercial Speculatiſts, Iwill own with them, 
that one Branch of Trade, the only one 
they ſeem to underſtand, is lately become 
infinitely more extenſive than it was. in 
the Days of our Fathers; and I wiſh the 
Contraction of the other Branches of our 
Commerce may not be juſtly imputed to 
the enormous Extenſion of this. But as 
a viſible Decay of every other Branch of 
our Commerce, muſt neceſſarily ſoon dry 
up the Fountain which ſets this Trade of 
n a-going, I doubt theſe venal De- 
claimers will be obliged to change their 
Note much ſooner than they imagine. 


Bor 
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Bur how little ſoever ſome certain Per- 
ſons may be ſuppoſed to be acquainted with 
the Miſeries of their fellow Subjects, I am 
very ſorry that the Bull of the People have 
Reaſon for complaining of the Decay of 
the zational Trade and Manufactures. This 
Decay is viſible in our Exsr Ix IA Trade 
from the publick Sales of the Company, 
from the Price of her Stock, her Dividends, 
her Debts, and, above all, from the known 
real Value of her Capital, which is now no 
Secret. It is moſt lamentably viſible in our 
Wrsr Inpia Trade, particularly that to our 
Su gar-iſlands, from the exceſſive law Price 
of Sugars, for many Years paſt, from the 
Decreaſe of our Exportations to thoſe I- 
{lands ſince 1721, from the Fall of Eſtates 
in thoſe Parts, and from the Miteries that 
oblige daily the Planters there to quit their 
Settlement, and ſeek for Relief on the 
Continent. It appears viſible in our Trade 
to the BaLrick, whither we do not export 
one Tenth of the Woollen Manufactures, 
we were wont to do, before our unhappy, 
tho' perhaps neceſſiry Broils with Peres I. 
and CHARLES XII. It is to be ſeen in our 
Commerce to Tux RV, which is ſo reduced 
of late Years, that of twenty odd Ships, 
chiefly laden with our Moollen Manufactures, 
which we were wont to ſend thither annual- 
ly, we now ſeldom fend above three or four, 


and even thoſe not a third freighted with 
4 the 
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the Staple of the Nation; from the incre- 
dible Diminution of the Number of our 
Factories in that Empire, as has been ob— 
terved, and from the notorious Increaſe 
of the French Commerce in that Part of 
the World. It is manifeſt, from the in- 
trinfick Value of our Exports to SpAIN, 
if compared with what they had been 
before our fatal Quarrels with that uſeful 
Crown. It is evident from the Loſſes of 
our Sourn Sg Company, in her Trade 
with New Sean, which affects, in the 
main, the whole Nation, though none ſo 
immediately as the unhappy Proprietors of 
the Stock. It is viſible in our Trade, 
even with PORTUGAL, from the known late 
Decreaſe of the Exports of our Moollen Ma- 
nufactures thither, and the extravagant 
Increaſe of our Imports of Mine and Dia- 
znouds from thence, which may be Iook- 
ed upon of real Diſadvantage to the Na- 
tion, like all other Imports that contribute 
to our Exceſſes and Luxury. It is plain, as 
to our Trade with France, from the ap- 
parent prodigious annual Balance, obſer- 
ved to be in Favonr of that Kingdom, in 
the Articles of Vine, Brandy, Cambricks, 
Prunes, Toys, &c. It is notorious in our 
trivial Exports to FLanDEers, and the ex- 
ceſſive luxurious Imports of Lace, and fine 
Linnens from that Country, which are chief- 
ly purchaſed with our Bullion. In ſhort, 
| if 
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if we look round the whole Globe, we 
ſhall find either the Balance of Trade to be 
againſt us, or that the Exports of our natio- 
nal Manufactures, to moſt Countries, are 
viſibly diminiſhed : But as I have ſome 
Thoughts of conſidering the general Ba- 
lance of Trade, in a particular Treatiſe, 
E ſhall for the preſent. only obſerve, that 
no Demonſtration in EucLip is more eyi- 
dent, than that the general Balance of 
Trade is, and has been, notoriouſly againſt 
this Nation ever ſince the Year 1723. 


I wisn I could not point out many other 
Tokens of our Decleuſion, and the Decay 
of our Trade; but I am ſorry they are too 
obvious and manifold to be palliated by the 
Gloſſes of the moſt art ful Pen. And though 
the Fall of the Intereſt of Money ſhould be 
-a Reaſon why our Commerce and Manufac- 
tures ſhould flouriſh more ſince, than be- 
fore, the Year 1723, yet the Fact certain- 
ly is otherwile. 


Tis appears manifeſtly from the preſent 
Value of Land and Houſes, from the fre- 
quent Failures of Tenants, and from the 
great Numbers of Farms and Houſes which 
lie on the Hands of the Landlord, It ap- 
pears alſo from the Increaſe of Coffee-hozſes, 
Alz-houſes, Taverns, Gin-ſhops, Milleners, 


pedling Chandlers, and ſuch other inligni- 
| E 2 ficant 
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ficant Trades, ſet up in Streets, formerly 
noted for the Habitations of ſubſtantial 
wholeſale Tradeſmen. It further appears 
from the known, but extravagant Increaſe 
of the Poors Rates throughout the whole 
Kingdom, from the viſible Decreaſe of our 
fineſt and moſt valuable Moollen Manufac- 
tures, from the low Price of Wool, from the 
frequent Bankruptcies of our Traders in ge- 
neral, but particularly of our Manufactures 
in the Weſt of the Kingdom. It is evident 
from the Maltitudes of unhappy De&tors in 
our Jails, notwithſtanding the many whol- 
ſome extenſive Acts of Inſolvency, paſſed in 
Favour of the Unfortunate. It is viſible 
from the Scarcity of Money amongſt all 
thoſe who have not the good Fortune to be 
in Employment under the Crown. It ap- 
pears from the general Inability, which the 
People are known to be under, more now 
than heretofore, of paying the Taxes e- 
ſtabliſned by Law. It is manifeſt alſo, from 
the Deficiences in many Branches of the 
Revenue, complained of by certain Per- 
{ons of late, for other Purpoſes than to ſhew 
the Calamities of the People, tho' nothing 
can demonſtrate the Miſeries of the Sub- 
ject more than ſuch apparent Deficiencies, 
which certainly proceed from the Inability 
of the Bulk of the People, to expend as 
r as s They were wont to do. 5 
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Ir would be endleſs to recount the ſe- 
veral viſible Marks of the Nation's Poverty, 
and the Declenſion of her Commerce; it 
appears in every Face, and in every Mouth, 
except thoſe of certain Perſons, who, as has 
been already obſerved, affect to argue 
the People into Affluence and Happineſs, 
whilſt they ſeverely feel all the Weight of 
Taxes, Want and Poverty. | 


Tar Ungratefulneſs of the Subject would 
deter a good Commonwealth's Man from en- 
tering minutely into the Calamities of his 
Country, if he did not hope that the true 
Knowledge of the Diſtemper might help 
towards the Cure. And J can affure the 
Reader this was the Author's ſole Motive, 
for the ſhort Recapitulation he has made 
here of our Neceſſities, and the Cauſes 
that have chiefly occaſioned them. 


We will now proceed, purſuant to our 
firſt Intention, to point out the only Methods, 
by which we think it poſſible for us to re- 
trieve our Trade and Manufactures, to re- 
cover our Influence in Evrors, and to be- 
come, what we had been not many Years 
ago, a wealthy and powerful People. And 
though an Attempt of this Nature, by a 
private Perſon, may be looked upon as an 
Indication of his Vanity, yet I cannot help 
thinking myſelf obliged, as a Member of 

the 
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the Community, to give all the Light I 
am capable of, to thoſe who have Power 
to redreſs the Grievances the Nation la- 
bours under. There can be but two Sorts 
of People amongſt us, who can be ſuppoſ- 
ed to have any Reaſon for being diſpleaſed 
with an Undertaking calculated for the 


Advantage of the Publick ; thoſe are the 


Authors of our Calamities, if any ſuch 
there are, and thoſe who may find their par- 
ticular Account in the Miſeries and Confu- 
{ons of their Native Country. But as I 
hope there are no ſuch unnatural Brethren 
to be found in this Land, I think, I may 


reckon upon the general Approbation of 


my Countrymen. 


As it is univerſally agreed upon, that the 
Declenſion of our Commerce is chiefly ow- 
ing to the exorbitant Expence the Nation 
has been at, for many Years paſt, which 
prevented the eaſing of our Manufactures 
of thoſe Clogs that depreſſed them, it will 
be ablolutely neceſſary that we become more 
frigal, for the time to come, if we would 
hope for even a Chance of recovering our 
Trade. No Advantages, no Demands from 
Abroad, for our ManufaQtures, can be a- 
lone capable of retrieving our Commerce, 
except our Manufacturers are enabled to 
work as cheap as our rival Neighbours. 


For though the Eugliſb Manufactures ſhould 
| be 
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be intrinſically more valuable, than thoſe 
of other Nations, the foreign Conſumer 
will naturally buy of him who affords the 
belt Penny worth. This is a Truth not to 
be controverted, and of which every Ad- 
venturer in the Nation can bear witneſs. 
This being premiſed, it is plain our Trade 
can never be ſuppoſed to flouriſh till the 
Manufacturer be eafed of thole Burthens 
which now obſtruct him, though we were 
to continue in a general Trauquillity for an 
Age together. 


Ir is true, the Neceſſities of King WII- 
LIAM and Queen ANNe's Reigns obliged 
the Legiſlature, in thoſe Days, to lay many 
greivous Burthens upon the People, which 
nothing leſs than the moſt imminent Dangers 
were capable of juſtifying ; but I cannot 
help doubting, great as the Perils were 
at that Time, that thoſe Patriots would 
have ſcarcely gone the Lengths they did, 
could they have imagined that thoſe Aids, 

which they gave only for a limited Time, 
would be continued upon their Poſterity. 
They, no doubt, thought that an End of 
thoſe Mars would have put an End to the 
Taxes; and indeed the whole World was 
of the ſame Opinion, and hoped to have 
found their Notions verified on the Con- 
cluſion of the Peace of Ur. France 
embraced the wiſhed for Opportunity, and 
witely 
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wiſely ſet about eaſing her People, and 
cheriſhing her Commerce and Manufac- 
tures, But as we had not been ſo ha 

py as to be able to lay hold of that fa- 
Dourable Conjuncture, it may be now hoped 
that, ſor the time to come, we will correct, 
in ourſelves, any Miſtakes we may have 
been guilty of, and be better Husbands of 
the publick Revenue, than we have been. 
Self-intereſt requires a Change in our Con- 


duct, if we would extricate ourſelyes out 


of our preſent Difficulties. 


Lr us then avoid all future Quarrels with 
foreign Powers, as far as the Dignity of the 
Crown, the Safety of our Liberties, and 
the Protection of our Commerce will per- 
mit. For as we are a Nation, chiefly ſub- 
fiſting by Commerce, it ſhould be an eter- 
nal Maxim with us, never to provoke fo- 


reign States, not even the moſt inconſider- 


able, who may, one- time or other, be uſe- 
ful to us as we are People of Induſtry, Our 
Situation and our Naval Force do ſo ſecure 
us from Inſult, that it will be the Intereſt 


of moſt Nations in EUROPE to live in Amity | 
with us, except our own imprudent Con- 


duct ſhould, at any Time, drive them to 
Extremities, which I wiſh may not have 
been the Caſe, on ſome Occaſions heretofore. 
Nature ſeems to have deſigned us to be the 
Arbitrators of EuROE, and we ſhould 
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always have been looked upon as ſuch, if 
we had wiſely contented ourſelves to have 
walked in the Road of Mediation only. 
But from a contrary Behaviour, of bullying 
Mankind, and becoming Principals in 
Quarrels, that have little or no Relation to 
her, a Nation may not only loſe her natu- 
ral Influence, but likewiſe her Commerce 
in the Don Quixot Atchievements, 


Ix, at any Time hereafter, we ſhould be 
provoked to a juſt Revenge, let our Re- 
ſentment be ſudden and reſolute; for as 
Delays, on theſe Occaſions, often denote 


Trreſolution and Puſilanimity, the aggreſing 


Party, however zn/ignificant, will not fail 
of imputing that to want of Power, which 
may be owing only to the natural Cowar- 


dice or Unſteadineſs of hoſe at the Head of 


our Affairs. It ſhould be alſo obſerved, that 
a pacifick Tameneſs generally creates a far 
larger Expence, than Meaſures of Firm- 


_ neſs and Reſolution ; the latter are ſoon o- 


ver, whilſt the other continues much long- 
er than one would wiſh or expect. 


Ar. ſuperfluous Penſions ſhould be care- 
fully ſuppreſſed, as they are ſuppoſed to en- 
hance largely the publick Expence wher- 
ever they are become frequent; for, in re- 
allity, Penſion is but a ſoft Term for the 


Word Bribe. There needs no Bribe, or 
| | F let 
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let us call it Penſion, to engage a good Man 
in the Service of his King and Country; 
ſuch a one will ſcorn to be gratified at the 
Expence of the indigent, laborious Artizan, 
whoſe Induſtry ſupports the very Being of 
his native Country. I will own, that of 


all the ſelf-preſerving, miniſterial Arts, that 


of Corruption is, I think, the leaft pardon- 


able ; for Corruption debaſes the Mind fo 
far, that it habituates the Corrupted to a 
Diſregard for Poſterity, and every Virtue 


"requiſite for the Advantage or Preſervation 
of the Community. 


Ir muſt be allowed that Per/ions become 
neceſſary ſometimes ; but if ever they ſhould 


happen to be dealt out to the Unworthzeft 


only, and that for bad Purpoſes, the infa- 
mous Name of Bribe may juſtly be affixed 
to them. Honours are properly the Grati- 
fications of ſuch as deſerve well of the 
State, and will be ever a ſtronger Incentive 
to a virtuous Mind, than even Money; and 
theſe the Prince may confer without impair- 
ing his own particular Revenue, or that 


of the Publick. It is true, it may oſten 


Happen, that the deſerving Object may re- 
quire a pecuniary Recompence, and then 
indeed a Penſion, in its received Senſe, be- 
comes neceſſary; but, even then, it ſhould 
be diſtributed with Moderation, and a due 


Regard to the general Diſtreſſes of the Peo- 
ple. 
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ple. But I can ſee no Reaſon why the 
Multitude of /ucrative Employments, in 
the Gift of the Crown, may not, at all 
Times, be ſufficient to gratify the Worthy 
and the Vjirtuous. And one would think, 
that the modern Cuſtom of ſpliting Employ- 
ments, or Poſts, was purpoſely introduced 
to ſave the Crown the immenſe Sums that 
were given in Penſions ; and, it is to be 
hoped, it has anſwered the Ends of the 
Projector. 


Ir is true, the World is ſo altered, that 
few Men covet Employments, except they 
are really conſiderable, becauſe they are, 
for the moſt Part, attended with an enor- 
mous Expence, and this may be one Rea- 
ſon why we have formerly ſeen large ad- 
ditional Salaries annexed to very conſider- 
able Poſts. 


As an Inſtance of the Expence that here- 
tofore attended a Place about Court, there 
was a late ingenious Gentleman, facetious 
in his J/ritings and Converſation, who had 
deſerved ſo well of the Court, that it was 
thought proper to beſtow a Poſt in the 
Houfhold upon him, which might bring 
him in about a hundred Pounds a Year; but 
the Narrownelſs of his own private Fortune, 
and the ſmall Proſpect there was of riſing, 


without going into Meaſures he probably 
52 did 
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did not approve of, would not permit him 
to accept of an Employment, which muſt 
neceſſarily ſtand him in double the Sum in 
Birth-day Suits, clean ee Powder, 
and Pomatum. 


Bor as this Inconveniency was ſuppoſed 
to ariſe from rhe conſtant Atrendance, in 
rich Apparel, which may have been expect- 
ed from all ſuch as bore any Office under 
the Crown, it might have been remedied 
by Precept and Example. It was obſer- 
vable, in former Days, that Attendance at 
Court was required more in Reigns of Diſ- 
content, then when the Prince was generally 
beloved by the People, for as the far great- 
er Part of the Subjects deſerted the Court, 
it was thought neceſſary that the Officers 
ſhould attend, in order to prevent the Prince 
from perceiving how far he was neglected by 


the Majority of the People. | 


Ir we do not interfere, for the Time to 
come, in the Quarrels and Diſſentions of the 


Powers on the Continent, but by Way of 


Mediation only, I thould hope we ſhall 
have little Occaſion for a large ſanding Ar- 
my at Home, for chargeable Naval Armi- 
ments, for keeping foreign Troops in our Pay, 
for large Subſidies to foreign Princes, nor 
for many other Articles, which, however 
neceſſary they may haye been, muſt be look- 

ed 
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cd upon to have occaſioned the Augmenta- 
tion of our Debts, and the Continuance of 
our Taxes, fince the Peace of UTREcur. 
And as it is certain the national Incum- 
brance might, by this Time, have been diſ- 
charged, it we could have avoided the Ex- 
fences we were at ſince that Time; ſo is it 
manifeſt, that we can never hope our Debts 
can any otherwiſe be paid off, than by tread- 
ing back the expenſive Path, we had con- 
ſtantly walked in for twenty Ycars paſt, 


| 
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Ir we now become Occonomiſts, we ſhall 
ſoon be able to create ſuch a ſinking Fund 
as will quickly pay off our Debts, con- 
ſidering the preſent Reduction of Intereſt. 
But if we would attain the End propoſed, 
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L it will be abſolutely neceſſary that ſuch 
| ſinking Fund be held more ſacred, than the 
N preſent has been. It is true, we, who are 


| out of the Cabinet, cannot fee all the Ne- 
; ceſſities of State, and therefore often form 
| Wrong Judgments of the Actions of our 
Superiors; but, as far as appeared to us, 
[ the late Encroachments on the Sinking Fund 
| might have been avoided. For my own 
| Part, I did not think that any Thing leſs 
than an actual Invaſion could have obliged 
a certain great Man to break in upon his 
| own favourite Fund, the eſtabliſhing of 
which had created him ſo many Friends 
amongſt the People. And though I have 
never 
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never joined thoſe, who had harboured Su: 


ſpicions of his Deſigns on the Freedom of 


his fellow Subjects; yet I cannot help think- 


ing, that it were to be wiſhed, he had pro- 


jetted ſome other Method for raiſing the 
neceſſary Fund for the current Service: For 
the Diſcontented will be apt to ſay, he ne- 
ver would have agreed to leſſæn a Fund, cal- 
culated for the future Eaſe of the People, 


and the Recovery of their Trade, except it 


was with a View of cant inuing their oppreſ+ 


ſrve Burthens. But tho' this invidious Con- 
ſtruction may be put upon this Incident, I 
do not doubt but a very little Time will | 
clear up the Matter to his own Credit, and 


the general Satisfaction. 


As it cannot be denied but that our fu- 
ture Frugality will ſoon enable us to pay off 


our Debts, I preſume it wout de denied al- 


fo, that we can have no Hopes of recover- 


ing our Commerce whilſt they ſubſiſt. So 


that one would think, the Court, the Mini- 
ſtry, and the whole Nation will readily 
concur in Meaſures replete with future as 
well as preſent Happineſs, It is manifeſt, 

that the preſent viſible Decay of our Trade 
requires the moſt parcimonious Frugality 
in the Management of the publick Reve- 


nue; who then can be ſo loſt to all Senſe 


of the Welfare of his native Country, as 


to oppoſe a Reduction of her Expence ? 
Not 
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Not the Country Gentlemen who have, on 
a thouſand Occaſions, manifeſted their Ar- 


dour for the Faſe and Encouragement of 


Trade; and no Man will imagine that the 
Court will give any Obſtruction, except it 
can be abſurdly thought, that a Prince 
would chuſe rather to rule over a Nation 
of Beggars (ſuch as we are like ſoon to be 
on the preſent Footing) than over a rich and 
opulent People : But as nothing ſo ridiculous 
can be imagined, we wall take it for grant- 
ed, that the Court will ſincerely concur in 
any Meaſures that can be calculated for the 
Good of the Subject; ſo that the Apprehen- 


ſion of Oppoſition reſts on the Side of the 
Miniſtry only, who, ſome have thought, 
without any real Foundation I hope, have 


had Views, widely differing from thoſe 
of their fellow Subjects. 


I is true, if one were to form a Judg- 
ment of all Miniſters from the Actions of 
ſome few of theſe over-grown Subjects, one 
reads of in Hiſtory, a Man might be inclin- 
ed to think, that the very Moment they are 
inveſted with Power, they become quite a 
different Species from the reſt of their 
fellow Subjects. For, ſome of them have 
been no ſooner raiſed to this high Office, 
than they ſeemed to have taken leave of 
Honour, Humanity, Compaſſion, publick 
Good, and every other ſocial Virtue ; as 

the 
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the Doges of Venice do of their Kindred 
and Acquaintance, on their Promotion to 
that eminent captive Dignity. What it is 
that produces this ſudden Metamorphoſis 
cannot be eaſily accounted for, though Ex- 
perience may ſerve to convince us, that 


the Fact was really ſuch. 


How often have we lieard of a ſcemingly 
honeſt, well-meaning Country Gentleman, 
from being a ſtrenuous Aſſerter of the 
Rights and Liberties of his fellow Subjects, 
become a bold Invader of both, arrogant, 
implacable, and revengeful, the Moment 
he is exalted to the Summit of Power. 
Theſe Men have frequently ahſtructed the 
Relief. of Trade, and the Eaſe of their 
fellow Subjects, ſo ſoon as they were ſet a- 
bove their Level. We have heard that 
theſe PRoTEus's became the moſt laviſh of 
the publick Treaſure, and were the warm- 
eſt Oppoſers of national Enquiries, during 
the Exiſtence of their Power, tho' they had 
made the ſtrongeſt Pretenſions to publick 
Parcimony and Examination, whilſt they 
remained private and independant. Surely 
there muſt be ſome Contagion in Power, 
which can thus pervert the Mind of Man. 


Ix the miniſterial Office was even to 
continue for Life, it ſhould be no Reaſon 


for an arbitrary wicked Uſe of it; but 
Then 
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when it is notoriouſly otherwiſe, it muſt be 
Infatuation in thoſe, who employ their 
Power to the Deſtruction of their native 
Country. Some will argue, that becauſe 
their Power is precarious, they are under 
a Neceſſity of opprefing and corrupting, in 
order to continue their Inflaence ; bur as 
this is a Subject foreign to our preſent Pur- 
pole, we will take it for granted, that no 
Miniſter, now living, will obſtru& the Re- 
dufion of our Expences, who would wil- 
ingly perpetuate the Fortune he may have 
acquired to his Poſterity ; he cannot but ſee 


that general Poverty mult attend any further 


Decay of our Trade, and that, in ſuch 


Caſe, his own Family muſt neceſſarily ſuf- 


fer along with the other Subjects; ſo that, 
ſuppoſing him deſtitute of all Regard for 
his native Country, the Ties of Nature 
muſt bind him to the Intereſt of Poſterity. 
But as the Humanity of thoſe, at the Head 
of our Affairs, at this Time, is conſpicuous, 
we cannot, in the leaſt, doubt of their 
hearty Concurrence towards our Relief. 


As the Diſcharge of our Debts muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be a Work of many Years, and 
that our Manufacturers require an immedi- 
ate Eaſe from the Oppreſſions that prevent 
their working as cheap as they ſhould do, 
in order to recover our Trade, I ſhould be 


of Opinion to aboliſh, without any On, 
(x 4 


— 883 — "DEI n — 6 
== 2 —— — —— ey 6 es; SAGE. 


* 
Se EC EE EEG IEG TIS Dn, > — — 
- — — ng —__— —_ — * — 4 
— — — 


007 4 ., 


— ——— — 


| 
; 
[ 
| 


42 Seaſonable Obſervations 


all ſuch of our preſent Taxes, as nearly affect 
them. The Duties on Salt, Soap, and Can- 
ales, are ſuch apparent Clogs on the un- 
happy Artizan, that, without manifeſt 
Prejudice, they cannot be any longer con- 
tinued. The neat Produce of theſe Duties 
are very inccniiderable, if compared with 
the Diſadvantages that ariſe from them. 
And were there no other Reafons for the 
Aboliſhment of them, than that thoſe Hands 
now made ule of in the Collection, ſhould 
be more uſefully imployed, for the Good 
of the Community, it ought to determine 
every Man who withes well to the Na- 
dion. | | 


PeoPLE are certainly the real Wealth of 

a Kingdom, when they are uſefully imploy- 
ed; and thoſe, who are not ſo, may be 
properly looked upon as the Drones of the 
State: So that, in all welk-governed Com- 
munities, there ſhould be as little Incon- 
ragement as pofſible given to 1leneſs. Town 
Jam not more an Enemy tothe Mulriplici- 
ty of our S Officers from the exorbitant 
Expence they create to the Publick, and 
the unſafe additional Power they may give 
a Miniſtry, than from the Damage which 
the Nation ſuffers by their not being uſe- 
fully employed. What Numbers of ndu/- 
trions Tradeſmen have we not ſcen quit 
their 
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their uſeful Occupations for ſmall Poſts in 
the Gift of the Treaſury? 


As all our Meaſures ſhould tend towards 
the immediate Encouragement of our J#/qo/- 
len Manufattures, which mutt be looked 
upon as the Baſis of our Wealth, the in- 
tire Duties on Oils, 4 [y1710 Stuffs, and, in 
general, on all „ and Materials 
made uſe of in this ineſtimable Branch of 
our Trade, ſhould be aboliſhed. And as 
there are many of our preſent Duties and 
Exciſes, which nearly affect the poor Ma- 
nufacturer, ſuch as the Duties on Coals, 
the Exciſes on Malt, Beer, Leather, and 
many other Neceſlaries of Life, which can- 
not be quite taken away 1n our preſent 
Circumſtances, I ſhould think that a pro- 
portionable Byunty might be allowed on 
the Exportation of all J/o/leu Goods, ade- 
quate to the Duties and Exciſes ſuppoſcd 
to have been paid by the ſeveral Manuſac- 
turers in their Conſumption. The Calcula- 
tion will not be as difficult as ſome may 
imagine; and when once made, will remain 
a Standard during the Continuance of the 


Bounty. 


I a ſenſible that ſuch a Bounty), 
ther with the Duties to be aboliſned. 
occaſion ſuch a Deficiency in the Revere 
as may retard the Diſcharge of oun 
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which fo greatly contributed to the preſent 
Decay of our Trade, and therefore I would 
have it partly ſupplicd 7 an adequate Tax 
on our _— 1 


1 WILL own, that ſumptuary Laws, of 
any Kind, are Strings to be tenderly touch- 
ed npon, particularly i in a free Nation, when 
they always ſhould be introduced with the 
utmoſt Caution. But when the moſt ur- 
gent Neceſſities, ſuch as ours at this Time, 
ſeem to require extraordinary Remedies, 
we ought not to heſita tate one Moment in 
our Reſolves. | 


Ix cannot be denied that we are, of late 
Years, grown into great Exceſs of Diet, 
Apparel, Equipage, and Building, which, 
if not timely reſiraimed, will probably be 
attended with fatal Conſequences; ſo that 
ſuppoſing the Decay of our Trade and Mool- 
len Manufactures did not require the imme- 
diate Encouragement I contend for, I ſhould 
think that the preſent State of the national 
Luxury merits the moſt ſerious Conſidera- 
tion. The Diſeaſe is really grown epide- 
mical, inſomuch, that the moſt inferior 
Claſs of the People have imbibed a Tincture 
of the Infection. Thoſe who are ſuppoſed to 
ſubſiſt by a Trade, of no great Advantage 
to the Community, ſet the Example, whi- 
ther by Chance or Deſign I won't tay, from 
: whom 
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whom the Spirit of Riot and Extravagance 
deſcends gradually, through the whole 
Maſs of the — to the meaneſt Ar- 
Zan, 


PuFrFExDORE, in his Account of the civil 
Mars in the NeTaerRLanDs, obſerves that 
Luxury was more truely the Cauſe of them, 
than Religion or Liberty. For, lays he, 

f The FLEMNGS had quite impoveriſhed eb | 
| ſelves by endeavourrng to equal the Seant- 
ARDS, in Gallantry and Expence; ſo that 
their Poverty, as it drove them to Deſpair, 
may be ſaid to have ripened them for Re- 
bellion. We may juſtly conclude, that the 
Poverty of the FLeminGs, which our Au— 
thor ſpeaks of, proceeded from Luxury a- 
lone, in as much as we find no Traces of the 
SpantanDs having, at that Time, reltrain- 
ed or burthened that People either as to 
their ManufaQtures or Commerce. If then, i 
the FLrmings have been reduced to Foe | 

ty and Deſpair, from their Iuxurious Imita- 
tion of the SpANIARDS, at a Time their 
: . Commerce was at its greateſt Height, what | 
| dreadful Contequences may not be appre- 
hended from Exceſs, in the Subjects of - 
| ExGLaNnD, when her Trade is reduced to | 
| the /oweſt Ebb. 


— 
= —— 


As my Intention, in this Undertaking, | 
was to point out, in general only, the Me- | 
thod 
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thod of retrieving our Commerce, with- 
out offering any particular Scheme of my 
own, I ſhall only curſorily take notice of 


a few Articles of our Luxury, leaving 


the more minute Conſideration of it to 
thoſe who have a greater Right. to examine 


into and redreſs the natzonal Grie: Vances in 
this and every other Particular. 


TRE fatal Oppoſition, which TI obſerved 
to have been given in 1713 to the French 
Commerce-bill, having ſhut us intirely out 
of any Trade with France, that could 
turn the Balance to our Advantage, it 
might have been expected, that our Guar- 
dians would prevent our being Loſers, at 
leaſt, by that Kingdom, ſince they had put 
it out of our Power to be Gainers by her; 
but fo far from it, that upon the Footirg 
of our preſent Trade with that Nation, we 
are Loters, at leaſt, to the Amount of 
half a Million, annually, in the ſuperfluous 
Articles of Mine, Brandy, Cambricks, and 


many other more minute, but expenlive 


Commodities, which are purchated by Bills 
of Exchange and Bullion only. Now, as 
it is manifeſt, that all our Imports from 
FRANCE are Superflnitics only, and conſe- 
quently productive of Lnxury, I ſhould be of 
Opinion to double the preſent Duty on French 
Il ines, and Braudies, even from DUNK1iRK., 
This Reſtraint upon * will be of ſin- 
gular 
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gular Advantage to our Sugar-trade, as has 


been already obſerved ; and that upon Wine 
will probably leſſen the Importation, or, at 
leaſt, throw the Burthen intirely on thoſe a- 
mongſt us, who are leaſt able to bear it. 


I x deſerves likewiſe to be conſidered, 
whither an additional Duty ought not to 
be laid on all other //7nes, in as much as 
IVine of all Growths may be looked upon 
as ſuperfluous, tho' not ſo much ſo, as that 
of FRANCE. 


I sHouLD hope that theſe additional Du- 
ties, thoſe which may be laid on Equipage, 
Apparel, and many other Articles of our 
Luxury, which can ſcarcely eſcape the Ob- 
ſervation of the moſt moderate Underſtand- 
ing, and one more Article, will produce a 
Sum far exceeding that now raiſed on Salt, 
Soap, and Candles; and that which may be 
neceſſary for anſwering the Bounty on Mool- 
len Goods, which I have propoſed as one 
neceſſary Means for retrieving the preſent 
Decay of our Trade. 


I scaRceLyY think it neceſſary to make an 
Obſervation here, which is obvious to e- 
very Man of common Penetration, vig. 
That the Legiſlature ought always to diſ- 
tinguiſh between the Poor and Aﬀinent, 
the Laborious and the Idle in the levy ing of 

One Taxes. 
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Taxes. This wholſome Maxim is now ſo 
univerſally underſtood, that I ſhould not at 
all wonder, if our preſent Repreſentatives 
would aboliſh all ſuch Taxes in general as 
affect the Poor, and make up the Deficien- 
cy by an additional one on Land, after they 
had taxed every material Article of our Lux- 
ury, But as I am fatisfied, that the con- 
tended-· ſor Tax on our Exceſſes, and a mo- 
derate one on our Funds, (of which J ſhall 
hint preſently) will anſwer all our. good Pur- 


poſes, without any freſh Tncumbrance on 


Land, I ſhall not, at this Time, deſcant 
on the Advantages that would naturally ac- 
crue to the landed Gentlemen from eaſing 
the induſtrious Art;zSan, and taking up the 
Burthen themſelves. . The certain Affinity 
there is between the /anded and commercial 
Intereſt of this Nation renders the Matter 


plain to a Demonſtration. 


ALTHOUGH it has been A Ke” HE riet 
on, ſince the Revolution, that moſt Mini- 
ſters looked upon a large national Debt, 
as a certain Pledge of the Subjects Fidelity, 
and for that Reaſon conſtantly obſtructed 
the Diſcharge of the Publick Incumbran- 
ces; yet as I have the higheſt Opinion i- 
maginable of the good Senſe and Humanity 
of the great Man at the Head of our Af- 
fairs, at preſent, I ſhall not only believe 


of him that he was never Haſſed by this 


fatal 
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fatal Maxim; but alſo, that he will ſincere- 
ly concur in all reaſonable Expedients for 
the Payment of our Debts as the certain, 
it may be ſaid, the only Means for render- 
ing his native Country rich and powerful. 
I believe him too good a Friend to the Re- 

volution, to imagine it ſtands in need of any 
Support formed on the Miſeries and Calami- 
ties of the Subject. He cannot but know that 
the Affections of the People are the beſt 
Pledges the Prince can have for their Duty, 
and that theſe are never acquired by any 
ſeeming Diſregard for their Intereſt. Upon 
the whole, I am ſo well ſatisfied of the 
Concurrence of the Court and the Miniſtry 
in a Point that muſt ſo much endear them 
to the Publick, that I ſhall proceed to ſhew 
the Reaſonableneſs of Taxing our Publick 


Funds. 


Ir is now fully underſtood, I preſume, 
that the preſent ruinous Condition of our 
Trade is chiefly owing to the unweildy Bur- 
thens laid upon our Manufacturers, and 
that, for this Reaſon, they have not been 
able to ſupply foreign Markets as cheap as 
the French, the Durch, and the Fre- 
MINGs, or indeed as cheap as we ourſelves 
were wont to do before the Revolution; and 
as this Truth is fo ſelf- evident, it will natu- 
rally follow that, until our Manufacturers 


ſhall be eaſed of _ Clogs which have 
hitherto 


zo Sea ſonable Obſervations 


hitherto hung upon them, we can never 
hope they will be able to reſcue the Moollen 
Trade out of the Hands of our Rivals. If 
then this Staple of the Nation be viſibly de- 
cayed, it will be admitted that we ſhould im- 
mediately ſet about eaſing it of ſuch Incum- 
brances as have oppteſled, and always muſt 
oppreſs it whilſt they continue. Moſt of the 
Taxes that affect our Manufacturers being 
mortgaged, it will be neceſſary to create other 
Funds to anſwer the Purpoſe of the Antici- 
pation, before they can be aboliſhed. But 
there ſeems to be no Poſſibility of our being 
able to raiſe ſuch a Fund, but by taxing Land 
enordinately, or Luxury and our Funds 
moderately. As it is not probable, that 
a Tax on our Luxury alone will anſwer 
the Purpoſes contended for, it will follow, 
that either Land or the Funds muſt neceſ- 
ſarily furniſh out the Deficiency, There is 
already a Tax of two $hzllings in the Pound 


on Land, and it is probable that the Ex- 


#eencies of the State, for the current Service, 
will require an additional one of two Shil- 
lings more; ſo that, morally ſpeaking, there 
will be no room for applying any Part of 
the Land-tax towards the Eaſe of our 
Manufacturers. But ſuppoſing there ſhould, 
how ane would it be to continue an ex- 
ceſſive Burthen on the Landed Gentlemen, 
who have, ſor almoſt fiſty Vears paſt, bore 
a very unequal Share of the national Ex- 

pence? 
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pence ? And will it not be more equitable 
to Tax the Funds that have never, ſince the 
Creation of them, contributed towards the 
publick Expence ? 


Even moſt of the preſent Proprietors of 
the Funds have raiſed large Eſtates from the 
Neceſfities of the Publick ; and ſuch as are 
late Adventurers, and therefore are not ſup- 
poſed to have benefited in proportion to the 
old Standers, may be eaſily traced out and 
diſtinguiſhed in the Taxation. Surely, an 
Exemption of forty odd Years will be 
thought ſufficient by the very Proprictors 
themiclves, who have been fo long ſecured 
in their Properties by the unequal Burthen 
borne by their more uſeful fellow Subjects. 


Ir is true the Proprietors of the Funds 
have poſitive Acts of Parliament to ſecure 
them from any Taxation; but J believe it 
will be allowed they have enjoyed the Be- 
nefit of thoſe Laws much longer than was 
conſiſtent with the national Intereſt. We 
have ſcen Laws, the moſt ſacred, repealed 
when the Publick-weal ſeemed to require 
they ſhould; ſo that Neceſſity which has 
been, and always muſt be, a ſufficient Plea for 
the Repeal of Laws, will fully juſtify ſuch 
2 neceſſary Step, in the preſent Urgency of 
our Affairs. Our Neceſlity, at this Time, 


bears no Proportion with that on any former 
FL-2 Occaſion, 
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Occaſion, as it is attended with nothing lefs 


than the intire Ruin or Preſervation of our 


Trade, the real Source of our Wealth and 
Power. 7, 


Some have thought that Publick Credit 
muſt ſuffer by a Tax upon the Funds; but, 


for my Part, I am clearly of another O- 


pinion, as it appears to me evident, that 
the Proprietors may more reaſonably hope 
for the gradual Diſcharge of their reſpective 
Debts, when Commerce and Manufactures 
flouriſh, than when they do not. That theſe 
Fountains of our Wealth will not, cannot 
thrive, whilſt they remain under the Prei- 


ſures that have occaſioned their preſent De- 


cay, is certain, as it alſo is that they can- 
not be otherwiſe relieved, than by raiſing a 


Fund that will anſwer the Amount of thoſe 


Taxes which now affect them. Such a Fund 
is impoſſible to be raifed without obliging 
the Creditors of the Publick to contribute 
towards it ; therefore, as the Certainty or 
Incertainty of the Diſcharge of the national 
Debt, depends intirely on Advantages or 


Diſadvantages accrueing from Commerce, it 


becomes their own Intereſt to contribute 
towards its Relief, However fome may be 
apt to diſtinguiſh between our commercial 
Credit, and that which they call our publick 


Credit, it is certain they are one and the 


tame in reality; and wheneyer that Cre- 
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dit, founded on the Advantages of Trade, 
comes to decline, the other, as it is ſup- 
ported by it, muſt neceſſarily fall; which 
ſhews that nothing can affect the national 


Credit ſo eſſentially as the Decay of our 
Trade. 


WaarteveR our Pretenſions may be to 
Wealth, and the Means of diſcharging the 
Fifty Millions we owe, I am afraid we ſhall 
ſoon ſce ourſelves reduced to an Incapacity 
of diſcharging even the Intereſt of this ex- 
orbitant Sum, if our Trade and Manufac- 
tures, thoſe genuine Channels of our Afflu- 
ence, are not cleared of the Impediments 
that choak them up at this Time: And 
what in ſuch Caſe can be our Hopes as 
to the Diſcharge of the Capital? May it 
not be juſtly apprehended, that our Neceſ- 
ſities will ſoon oblige us to get rid of a Load 
we ſhall be unable to bear, though it ſhould 
be by Means not altogether fo agreable 
to the Proproretors Notions of publick 
Faith ? For Neceſſity, abſolute Neceſlity, 
muſt always juſtify Meaſures calculated for 
the general Safety. So that, upon the whole 
I think, as the Credit, and the future Wel- 
fare and Safety of the Nation ſolely depend 
on her Trade and Manufactures, Self-intereſt 
ſhould engage the Creditors of the Publick 
to concur towards their Eaſe and Encou- 
ragement. 


TAE 
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Tur well founded Complaint of our 
Manufacturers, in relation to the clandeſ- 


tine Exportation of Hool from ENGLAND 


and IaELAND, ſhould be immediately taken 
into Conſiderarion ; and, as I have often 
been ſorry to have ſeen this eſſential Point 
poſtponed in Parliament, I ſhould be glad 


to ſee a conſtant Committee appointed, by 


the Houſe of Commons, for examining the 
State of our Wogllen Manufactures. I ſhould 
think the Woollen Manufactures of GREAT 
Bx1TAIN require the higheſt Attention, and 
therefore merit a Committee as much as even 
her Religion. But I ſhould be forry to ſce 
that neglected, for the Time to come, as 
much as this has been for the Time paſt. 


IT was thought proper a very few Years 


ago, as a Means to prevent the running of 


Wool from IR ELZND to pals a Bill in the 
late Houſe of Commons, tor taking off all 


Duties on Bayze and Jorſted-yarn imported 
from that Kingdom; and though thar ne- 


ceſſary Bill was dropt in the other Houle, 


tor Reaſons I don't think proper to mention 
here, T don't doubt but it will be ſoon 
thought proper to revive and pals it, as one 
neceſſary Means of inducing the 22 to 


ſell to us, and to us alone, all their Wool and 


Yarn. But it is now evident, even to the 
Oppoſers of that Bill, that the Encourage- 


ment 
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ment deſigned by it to ILA N D, would be 
of ſingular Advantage to our own Manufac- 


tures, I ſhall only obſerve, that as it is our 


Intereſt to deprive our French Rivals of the 
Materials by which they have been enabled 
to ſupplant us in our Moollen Trade, fo will 
it certainly be our Advantage to prevent 
the Iriſh, by giving them ſome Encourages 


ments, rather than by Compulſion, from 
dealing with them. 


Bur if we would go to the Root of the 
Evil, T am of Opinion we ſhould give far 


greater Encouragements to IrxtLanp, than 


the taking off the Duties on her Yarn. For 


as the Iriſh can manufacture far cheaper 
than we, or even than the FRENcH, it 


may be reaſonably, preſumed, as they will be 


able to under- ſell thoſe Rivals at foreign 
Markets, the preſent Current of their 
Woollen Trade will be diverted, which 
will render the Recoyery of ours the leſs 
difficult. And for this Purpoſe it deſerves 
to be conſidered, whither we ſhould not, 
for a limited Time, permit the Exportati- 
ou of certain Moollen Manufactures from 
IxELAND. Or ſuppoſing we ſhould only 
permit them into this Kingdom, that we 


might haye the Advantage of tranſporting 
them Abroad: Or ſuppoſing again, we only 


admitted their Woollen ManufaQtures im- 
perſealy manufactured, that we ourſelves 
might 
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might have the Benefit of the Melioration. 
E am for trying every Method, every Ex- 
pedient for the Recovery of our Trade, before 
it be paſt all Recovery. And to convince 
us that the Iriſh are more capable of deſtroy- 
ing the Manufactures of our ſupplanting 
Kivals than we ourſelves are, let us ex- 
amine how the French behaved with re- 
lation to the late zilicit Trade, for Wool- 
len Manufactures carried on from Cork to 
Liszox. They immediately gave far great- 
er Encouragement than they had before, to 
the Importation of Worſted-yarn from IR: 
EAND; and it is to FRANCE, more than to 
the Vigilance of our own Subjects at Lrs- 
BON, that we owe our minute Informations 
of that clandeſtine Commerce ; for the 
French do not ſeruple to fay, that they 
have been more affected, than we, by the 
late Exportation of pollen Manufactures 
from IRELAND. 


As the Wealth of Ia LAND muſt always 
center in this Kingdom, it ſhould, at all 
Times, be a Reaſon with us for granting 

her greater Liberties of Trade, than we 
have done for the Time paſt ; but, in our 
preſent Diftreſſ=s, I ſhould think our own 
immediate Intereſt calls upon us to take 
her to our Aſſiſtance, in order to check 
the Progreſs of the Manufactures of thoſe 
Foreigners who have, and I am afraid al- 

ways 
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ways will, without the Aid of IRELAND, 
injure us in our favourite Saple- commerce. 


Fos this Reaſon J cannot help thinking 
that an Union with Id ELAN D, on the Foot. 
ing of that with ScoTLanD, would be of 
ſingular Benefit to this Nation. It is cer- 


tain that ſuch an Union would have eaſed 


us of great Part of our preſent Debts, by 
the Proportion which that Kingdom would 
have been able to bear of our Expences; 
ic alſo ſeems to me evident, that ſuch an 
Union would have prevented Foreigners 


from having any Share at preſent in the 


[Voollen Trade, and many other Branches 
of Commerce which are the Concomitants 
of it. That People would, by ſuch an 
Union become ſo linked to us in Intereſt, 
that their Affection and Fidelity to us muſt 
have been beyond any Manner of Doubt. 
In ſhort, ſuch an Union, as it would be the 
Means of cementing the preſent jarring In- 
tereſts of theſe Kingdoms, and collecting 
their Strength, ſo it would render the 
Britiſh Empire equal to, if not ſurpaſſing, the 
Power of even France, the moſt formid- 
able State now in the World. 


Tus Power of any Empire certainly con- 
ſiſts, as well in the Unron as in the J/ealth 
and Numbers of its Inhabitants ; and whe- 


ther its Wealth be in this or that Part of 
J the 
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the State it matters not, provided it is to be 
collected upon Emergencies. But as the 
Bulk of the Riches and Treaſure of every 
State will and muſt neceſſarily center in the 
Seat of the Empire, there is no Doubt but 
that the Wealth of IRELAND, be it never 
ſo great, will always find its Way to this 
great Metropolis. 


Tur Majority of the preſent wealthy In- 
habitants of IRELAND are either immedi— 
ately BRiroNs, or the Deicendants of Bx ü- 
Tons ; ſo that in reality they are now be- 
come the fame People with ourſelves. Their 
Laws, and, for the moſt part, their Lan- 
guage and Religion are the ſame with ours, 
and without doubt their Intereſt would be 
the ſame, were there Privileges equal to 
ours. 


I Nrvr x could ſee any Reaſon for the 
Hiſtinctious ſome Perſons would make bc- 


tween that People and this; and one would 


think the narrow Seas, which runs be- 
tween us, ought not to have occaſioned it. 
And yet, abſurd as this Reaſon may appear, 
it will be found, upon due Examination, 
to be the only Motive for our imprudent 
Prepoſſeſſion. For juppoſing IRELAND had 
been joined to Wares, or any other Part 


of chis * ſhould we in ſuch Caſe make 


any 
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any Diſtinction between this and that Part 
of the King's Dominions? 


IAM not ſingular i in my Opinion, that an 
Union with IxELAXND would be of Advan- 
tage to this Kingdom ; for many of our 
moſt diſtinguiſhed Patricts have frequently 
cheriſhed the ſame Notions ſince the Re- 
volution. But though our Inclinations 
ſhould not carry us the Lengths of an U- 
nion at preſent, I ſhould think however the 
apparent Decay of our Moollen Manufac- 


- tures, and our Trade, might determine us 


fo give them an immediate Opportunity of 
ſupplanting our foreign Rivals, as has been 
already obſeryed. 


I 569novrD almoſt think it unneceſſary to 
recommend here any Thing fo obviouſly 
advantageous to our Manufacturers, as o- 
pening more Woolleports in IRELAND, as 
well as in this Kingdom, it being evident 
that the Want of convenient Ports in the 
Teſt of TrxELanD, where moſt of the 
Wool grows, lays the Inhabitants therea- 
bouts under a Neceſſity of Dealing with 
Owlers for want of convenient Markets. 
Beſides that, in reality, the Eugliſh Ma- 
nufacturer pays for the expenſive Charge of 
Land- carriage from thoſe remote Parts to 


Duprix or Co RE. 
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AND as to opening more Ports in this 
Kingdom, it is manifeſt that it would be of 
| ſingular Uſe to ſuch of our Manufacturers 
as live far diſtant from Bx1sToL, and other 
Ports now opened. The particular Bene- 
fit of this or that Port ſhould never weigh 
with the Repreſentative of a whole Peo- 
ple, when the general Good is under Con- 
ſideration; thougb, I am ſorry to ſay it, 
we have ſeen ſome Inſtances of this fort of 
Partiality, which had manifefily prejudic- 
ed Multitudes of the Subjects. 


As the preſcnt viſible Decay of cur &y- 
gar-trade is partly owing to the Neglect of 
moſt of thoſe who had been intruſted with 
the Government of our Sugar-i/lands, I 
ſhould be of Opinion, that for the future 
none but Gentlemen of known Prudence 
and Virtue be icnt to rule in that Part of 
the World. And, in order to render the 
Employments there worth the while of ſuch 
Men, I think a very conſiderable Augmen- 
tation ſhould be made in the Salaries of the 
commanding Officers in thoſe Parts, which 
might ſet them above the Hope or Ex- 
pectation of Ferquiſites or Gratuities from 
the indigent Governed. 


ALTrovucn I have no great Veneration 
for FRANCE, as ſhe is a dangerous Neigh- 
bour, and our Rival in Trade, yet there 


arc 
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are many of her Maxims which I think 
worthy of our Imitation; and as I particularly 
approve her Conduct as to the Management 
of her Sygar-i/iands, I ſhall give a ſhort 
Detail of it for the Reader's Satisfaction. 


Ir muſt be owned that the FRENCh, of 
all the Nations in EUROPE, ſeem to under- 
ſtand the Art of Governing their Planta- 
tions the beſt ; for it is obſervable that all 
the Inſtructions from that Court to their 
Crovernours are purely calculated for the 
Eaſe, Safety and Welfare of the Governed : 
And juttly apprehending that the ſole Pow- 
er civil and military, if lodged in the Hands 
of one, might be liable to Abuſe, they 
wilely divide the Authority between two, 
who, as they are in a manner independant, 
are conſtant Checks upon each other. In 
their Sugar-1/tands, and indeed in all their 
Colonies, the Military Power is lodged with 
the Governour ; but the Civil is intruſted 
with an Officer called an Intendant, who is 
always choſen from among thoſe who are 
diſtinguiſhed for Probity, and for a thorougti 
Knowledge of the Trade, Cuſtoms and Ge- 
nins of thoſe to be governed. This Of- 
ficer has an Inſpection into all the Affairs 
of the Colony; even the moſt minute ds 
not eſcape his Vigilance, He curbs the 
_ over rigorous Severity of the Planter to- 
wards his Seryants and Slayes, and exacts 

| Obedi- 
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Obedience and lawful Submiſſion from the 


latter; he guards againſt the Encroachments 
of the Ambitious and Opulent, and pru- 
dently prevents all Feuds, Animoſities, or 
Quarrels, ariſing either from Intereſt or Re- 
ſentment amongſt all Orders of People un- 
der his Care; he fairly and honeſtly re- 


preſents their [ants to his Court, and 
feldom or never fails of procuring them all 


the Advantages they can wiſh for; and, in 


ſhort, this Officer is the common Father 
of the People, and as ſuch he is generally 
beloved and reſpected. If either he, or 
the Governour, ſhould at any Time firerve 
from thoſe Rules, by which they are to 
walk for the Good of the Colony, they 


are moſt ſeverely puniſhed, and even with 


Death itſelf fometimes ; for the Crime of 
Peculation is ſeldom or never remitted at 
the Court of FNANc, though without 
doubt the Criminals there are as capable, 
as thoſe in any other Nation, to bribe the 
Miniſters. 


Fr is true, the derniere Supplice, or the 


Puniſhment of Death, is rarely inflicted in 
| France on theſe Occaſions : But it is be- 


cauſe it is very rarely merited, and not be- 
cauſe the Demerit is ſtifled, or the Com- 
plaints of the Injured neglected by the Court. 
Fhe Court of France is always willing 
_ ready to hear the Complaints of the 


People, 
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People, and probably it is to her being ſo, 
that the Impartiality and Probity of her Of. 
cers are chiefly owing. 


Taz Faencny uſe their Negroes more 
like Servants than Slaves; they conſider 
thoſe unhappy Creatures as Part of their 
own Species, and wiſely think that uſing 
the poor Wretches with Humanity will ra- 
ther promote than prevent their Affection 
and Induſtry, They piouſly allow them 
Chaplains for their Inſtruction in the holy 
Myſteries of the Goſpel ; baptize them, and 
take care ever after to keep them ſtrictly 
to the Duties of Religion. Thus, by Re- 
gulations equally pious and prudent, do 


the FRENCH encourage their Blacks, and 


benefit by their Lenity and Humanity, 
whilſt we on the contrary are ill ſerved by 
ours, through our own fatal, unc hriſtian 
and unnatural Severittes. 


As an Encouragement to her Sugar-co- 
lonies, the French Court frequently grants 
Leave for the direct Exportation of Sugars 


for foreign Countries, without touching at 


the Ports of Fxanc:. We have found this 
Maxim neceſſary in the Article of Rice from 
CaRoLiNa, and I cannot ſee why the ſame 
Indulgence may not be ſhewn to our Sygar- 
;/lands, which ſeem at this Time to require 
all the Favour we can beſtow upon them. 

_ Having 


* 


64. | S eaſonable Obſervations 


a 7 


Ha viN thus briefly given a Relation of 
the French Policy in the Government of 
their Colonies in AMERICA, 1 appeal to the 
impartial Reader, whether the preſent dit” 
creſſed Condition of our own Plantations, 
in that Part of the World, be not purely 
owing to Maxims intirely differing from 
thote that have raiſed our Neighbours to 
their preſent flouriſhing Height, and whe- 
ther we ought not to change our Conduct to 


theirs, if we would retrieve our Sugar- 


Er Ate 


Now that Faaxcr is under our Conſide- 
ration, I ſhall beg Leave to take notice of 
one or two more of her Maxims, or In- 
ſtitutions for the Eaſe and ent of 
her Trade and Commerce, Which 1 have 
often ardently withed might be introduced 
amongit us here. 


Tr preſent Prad ice of the Lad in this 


Kingdom has been, for a Jong Time, 


looked upon to be a very great Griev- 
auce to the Subjects in general, but more 
particularly 10 to thoſe imployed in the 
Buſineſs of Trade or Commerce, who 
2re equally made the Properties of the 1g- 
Aorant as well as of the artſul Practicer, 
as they are little skilled in the Quillets and 


Chicanes of the Profeſſion, and are ſeldom 
| RR | 
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leiſure to be their own Sollicitors. It may 
be added, that the Gentlemen of the Robe, 
as they are Strangers to Trade, are very 
improper Judges of Affairs of Commerce. 
It has been obſerved that the moſt Learned 
and moſt Eminent amongſt them have been 
obliged to the Aſſiſtance of the Accomp- 
tant-trader, when Matters of Account came 
before them ; and the inſupportable Dila- 
torineſs, which Suits about Accounts, de- 
pending in Chancery, are known to be at- 
tended with, and the Multiplicity of Er- 
rors taken to them, even after they are 
ſtated, fully prove that theſe intricately 
profound Gentlemen are not proper Judges 
of Matters of Accounts or Commerce, I. 
could produce a Multitude of Inſtances of 
the Incapacity of the Gentlemen of the 
Gown in Matters of Trade; but I ſhall at 
preſent content myſelf with one only, which 
Has been well known at moſt of the Offices 
in and about Chancery-lane for forty Years 
together. It happened, that a Merchant, 
who had reſided in Spaix for many Years; 
died there [nteſtate, with the Character of 
Wealth and Probity. His Heirs filed their 
Bill againſt the ſurviving Partner foran Ac- 
count of the Aſſets of the Deceaſed; the 
Suit went on, the Books of Account were 
lodged with a Maſter who underſtood very 
little of the Matter. In ſhort, after about 


forty Tears Litigation - no purpoſe, and 
an 
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an Expence of many Thouſand Pounds, two 
Merchants were appointed by the Court 


to fettle the Accounts, which they did in 


as few Hours as the Chancery took up Years, 
and tothe Content of the Parties concerned, 


who londly proclaimed their Equity as well 


as Skill; nay, the very Court and Bar were 
not aſhamed on this Occaſion toown their In- 
capacity in Matters of Trade and Accounts. 


Tu Witdom of France has applied 
the only Remedy to this Evil of Jenorance 
in the Profeſfom that could well be deviſed; 
for this Purpoſe the Conſule, or a Court com- 
poſed of Merchants and Traders, is eſta- 
bliſhed in every great trading City and 
Town in the Kingdom, which determines 
all Controverfiee: ard Differences ariſing 
about Contracts of T1ade and Commerce. 


Tun Court of Conſcience, in the City of 


Lo xx pON, is ſomewhat of this Complexion ; 


but the Smallnets of the Sum, of which that 
Judicature has Power to take Cognizance, 
renders it of very little uſe in Commerce; 
which probably was the Reaſon that one 
of the City Members, a Gentleman con- 
ſpicuous for his true Knowledge of Trade, 
did propoſe, in a late Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment, an Enlargement of the Power of 
that equitable Court; but ſo far were 
tome Perſons from n or agreeing 
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to his Motion, that the neareſt Relation of 
a certain Great- mau made it the Object of 


his wonted, aukward, and ill-timed Jeſts 


and Ridicule in the H — e Every 
Hearer by was ſenſible that the publick 
ſpirited Oppoſition which the City had given 
to a certain Scheme the Year before, occa- 


ſioned the flagrant Diſregard which was 


ſhewn to her well-founded Petition, on this 
Occaſion, and that a like Application from 
Lynn, Nox wica, or YarRMouTH, however 
inconſiderable theſe Towns are, if compared 
with Lonpon, would have met with a more 


fayourable Reception. 


Tat other French Maxim I would re- 
commend is that of eſtabliſhing a Chamber of 
Commerce, as it is called in FRN, or 
a Board of Trade compoſed of Deputies 
from all the conſiderable Trading Towns 
in the Kingdom, who, from Time to Time, 


| ſhould repreſent to the Legiſlature and 


Court the Circumſtances and true Situation 
of our Trade and Manufactures. I don't 
think it can be conteſted, that a Board, 
compoſed of ſuch experienced Members, 


will be more likely to give our Guardians 


more inſtructive Lights than one filled with 
Gentlemen, who have had no Opportuni- 
ties of acquiring any Knowledge of the 
rational Manulactures and Commerce: De- 
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puties alſo from our Iſlands, and other Co- 
lonies in AMERIca, ſhould be admitted to 
this neceſſary Board. 


As it is certainly our Intereſt to encourage 
Trade, in every Shape, I hope it will be 


Judged neceſſary to redreſs the Grievance 
' complained of in the Beginning of this Diſ- 


courſe, concerning the S/owneſs, the Dif- 
ficultizs and the Expence that attend the 
Payment of the Bountics, and the return- 
ed Duties, allowed by Law for the Ad- 
vancement of Tillage, Manufattures and 
Commerce. What has been already ſaid on 
this Head, and divers others, will it is pre- 
ſumed be ſufficient to juſtify our Expecta- 


tions in the Redreſs of thoſe Particulars. 
But I cannot conclude this Paragraph with- 


out expreſſing my Wiſhes, that the whole 
Duty and Exciſe, on Goods re-exported 
in Time, ſhould be repaid to the Importer. 
Nor could I ever fee, why the Exciſe ſhould 
not be as liable to a Draw-back as any other 
Duty payable to the Crown, For if the one 
be looked upon to be an Encouragement 
to Trade, why not the other, which gene- 
rally exceeds the Duties in Value? This Ar- 


ticle of a Drau bach of the entire Duties 


payable to the Crown, whether in Sub/idies 
or Exciſe, in my Opinion, merits the At- 
tention of Parliament in the preſent cala- 
mitous State of our Trade. 
8 285 | Tir 
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Tag Act of Navigation, though truely 
valuable on many Accounts, is found by Ex- 
perience, to be an Impediment to Trade in 
many Inſtances, and therefore I wiſh it were 
taken into Conſideration. But at preſent 
I ſhall only obſerve, that as GIBRALTAR 
and Minokca are in our Hands, and can- 
not be ſuppoſed to have any native Growth 
of their own, there ſhould be an Exception 
in their Favour, particularly as to the Pro- 
ducts of Ar RIC. An Indulgence of this 
kind will be of real Advantage to our Mer- 
chants at home, and it will be a Means, as 
thoſe Places will thereby become our Store- 
houſes in that Part of the World, of our 
being able to lay ſome ſmall Duty on Goods 
imported there, which may in Time help 
to defray Part of the vaſt Expence we are 
at in the Maintenance of them. For ſuch 
2 ſmall Duty will be a leſs Charge to the 
Trader, than the Freights and other Ex- 
pences that mult neceſſarily attend the Com- 
merce of ARE, without this Exemp- 
tion in Favour of G1BRALTAR, Sc. - 


Tar prodigious Increaſe of Buildings of 
late Years, is juſtly looked upon as an Evil 
which wants Redreſs ; and though theſe 
extraordinary additional Buildings may be 
reckoned by ſome to be an Indication of the 
Increaſe of our Wealth, it is moſt mani- 
tn > - 6 e 
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feſtly otherwiſe. This appears as well from 


the late Fall of Houſe- rent, as from the 


infinite Numbers of Houſes that are unhjn- 
habitted in the additional Buildings, not- 
withſtanding that the Heart of the Town 
is almoſt become a Deſert, from the filly 
Itch People have had of getting into new 
Manſions and opener Air, 


Tar. Capital is infinitely two great for 
a Kingdom of 1o little Extent as this ; and 
though there might be ſome Hopes that the 
Members would be able to ſupport the Un- 
wieldineſs of ſuch a Head, if Trade and 
Commerce had flouriſhed, yet as theſe $9ur- 
ces of our Wealth flow much ſlower, there 


can be no Doubt but the other Parts of the 
Kingdom muſt ſuffer Extremity from the 


monſtrous Increaſe of the Metropolis : The 


general Complaint of the Scarcity of Hands 
in all the Southern Parts cf the Iſland, the 


Capital excepted, confirms the Truth of this 
Aſſertion beyond Diſpute. 


Fox my Part, I look upon the late Ju- 
creaſe of our Buildings to be rather an In- 
dication of our Luxury, than of our Wealth; 
and for this Reaſon, if there be no 0 
ther, I wiſh a Stop may be put to the 
Evil before the People ruin themſelves be- 
yond all Poſſibility of Recovery. I have 
known many who haye been lately undone 
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by Building, and if I may give Credit to 
thoſe who are well acquainted with the 
Building-trade, there are few of the mid- 
dling Undertakers, who have not been ruin- 
ed, or are in the Way of being fo. The 
Thing ſpeaks itſelf; for there is ſcarce- 
ly a Year ſince 1720, but has produced a 
Fall in the Value of Houfes: And if the 
Building-frenzy is not cured, by ſome whol- 
tome Law, we have Grounds to fear, that, 
in a few Years, an Eſtate in Houſes will be 
rather an Incumbrance than any Benefit to 
the Owner. | 


Ir is ſometimes abſolutely neceſſary, that 
the national Guardians do take Cognizance 
of the Exceſſes of the People, who are often 
found to be the Authors of their own Miſ- 
fortunes, in Contradiction to Experience, 
and even to common Underſtanding. The 
Year 1720 produced many Inftances of this 
kind; and it will be allowed that the Cha- 
ritable Corporation was a late Cale in 
Point. 


Artaoucy I am no Friend, for many 
obvious Reaſons, to Companies or Mo- 
nopolies of any kind in a free Nation, like 
this, yet ſince we have Companies, I am 
for giving them all the poſſible Encou- 
ragement, not inconſiſtent with the pub- 


lick Good, whilſt they ſubſiſt. Our Easr- 
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INDIA Company ſeems to have been in a 


very declining State for ſome Years paſt ; 
and though it is more than probable, that 
this Misfortunc is owing to the over partial 
Lenity ard Indulgence thewn trom Time to 
Time, to thoſe who had plundered other 
encorporated Bodies, I ſhould think it ſtil! 
expedient to give all the Aſſiſtance in our 
Power towards the Relict of this languiſh- 


ing Company. | 


Tre juſt Complaints of our Moollen 
Manufacturers ſome Years ago, occaſioned at 
that Time a Prohibition of the Weer of 
Chints and Callicoes; but I fee no Reaſon. 
why we ſhould not encourage the Wear of 
Muſlims, as it interferes with none of our 


own Manufactures at Home. Muſlin is 


grown into Diſuſe from the Cheapneis of 
Lawns and Cambricks, which are ſuffered 


to be imported upon too eaſy a Duty. And 


if the prodigious Sums which are annually 


ſent Abroad in Bills and Specie, for the 


Purchaſe of theſe ſuperfluous Articles, and 
the manifeſt Prejudice our EAST-INDIA 


Company receives from the Uſe of them, 


were not ſufficient to induce us to prohibit 


the Wear of them amongſt us, I ſhould 


think that as Cambricks and Lawns are, for 
the moſt Part, of the Manufacture of the 
Dominions of France, we ought to diſcou- 


rage the Uſe of them, as one Means of giving 
that 
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that formidable Rival ſome Obſtruction in 
her extended Commerce. We ought not 
in good Policy, to ſuffer that induſtrious, 
ambitious Nation to grow into Wealth, by 
any Branch of Trade with us we have Pow- 


er to prevent. 


I Hav already mentioned the Law as a 
Bar to Commerce, and therefore took no- 
tice of the Conſule, or Merchants Court in 
FRANCE, as a Matter worthy our Imitation ; 
but here I ſhall conſider the Law more ge- 
nerally as it affects the whole Maſs of the 
People, and leave the Amendment of it to 
the Conſideration of thoſe, who only have 
the Power of relieving the unhappy Sub- 
ject from the Oppreſſion of thoſe, who are 
the more dangerous, as they deſtroy us un- 

der the Guile of Juſtice and Friendſhip. 


Taz Duke De Sur Lx obſerves, that to- 
wards the Cloſe of the fifteenth. Century, 
the Law was a moſt grievous Burthen on 
the Subjects of France; and Monſieur 
CoLEEHRT complains, about the middle of the 
laſt, that the Law, or rather the Practice of 
the Law, was more ſenſibly felt by the 
French Subjects, than all the Taxes put to- 
- gether. Although I am pretty well ſatiſ- 
fied that our Profeſſors in ENcLanp are as 
great Lovers of Wealth, and as little Lov- 


ers of their fellow Subjects, or any Thing 
N T elie 
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elſe but their own Intereſt, as thoſe of the 
Robe in FRANCE could have been for their 
Lives ; and though the very great Numbers 
of our preſent Nobility, ſprung from the 
Gown, ſhew our particular Regard for the 
Profeſſion ; yet, I ſay, I cannot like Mon- 
ſieur ColBirrt affirm, that the Law is as great 
a Burthen to the Subjects of ExcrLanp as 
the preſent Taxes. If indeed, our Taxes 
bore any Proportion with thoſe of France 
at that Time, or even at this, or of any 
other Kingdom in Europe, I ſhould readi- 
ly agree that the Burthen of the Law was 
heavier ; but as I much queſtiou whether any 
Nation in the World is, or ever has been, 
burthened with Taxes like ours, ſo I can- 
not help thinking it would have been im- 
poſſible for us to have borne another Weight, 
like thoſe of FRANCE in Monsieur Cor- 
B RT'S Days, ſurpaſſing that of our Taxes, 


Lovis the XIVth ſaw the Calamities of 
his Subjects as ro the Law, with a Concern 
becoming a Father of the People; and there- 
fore determined to apply a Remedy, but 
before he could eſtabliſh any Thing like 
Order or Juſtice in his Dominions, he found 
it neceſſary to aboliſh at once all the, 
chicaning Arts made uſe of in the Prac- 
tice of the Law. For this Purpoſe, he au- 
thorized a ſufficient Number of the moſt 
Learned and moſt n of his Subjects, 


to 
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to whom he gave extraordinary Stipends, 
that they might be above Corruption, to 
compile a new Code or Body of Inſtituti- 
ons, which ſhould be the Law for the fu- 
ture throughout the Kingdom, ſome few 
provincial Cuſtoms excepted. This Code, 
in which no Notice was taken of Maritime 
Affairs, or Matters of Commerce, would 
have been imperfect without a ſecond, which 
he ordered to be compiled, ſo plain and in- 
teligible, that every Merchant of common 
Underſtanding in FRANCE is capable, from 
the Code Marine, to form a right Judgment 
of the Demands that may be made upon 
him, or thoſe he has a Right to make, with- 
out conſulting either Coumcil, Mtorney, or 


Sgllicitor. | 


Tu late King of SarDix1a, one of the 
wiſeſt Princes of his Time, found himſelf 
obliged ſince the Peace of UrTzecar, in 
Commiſeration of his Subjects, to follow the 
Example of France, as to the Regulations 
of the Law, and a new Code or Body of 
nſtitutions; and I think ſomething of this 

ſalutary Kind has been done, not a great 
many Years ago, in D:NnMarK and BRAN- 
DbEN BURG. 


Now, without examining minutely into 
the Corruption and Practice of the Law, 
here in this Kingdom, which ſeems at this 
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Time to be ſeverely felt, and well under- 


ſtood by the People in general, I will ap- 
peal to the Unbyaſled, if fome Regulations, 


like thoſe of France and Savor, are not 


neceſſary towards relieving Trade, and for 


the general Eaſe of the Subject. It is true, 


ſome few Steps have been lately taken by 
the Legiſlature, towards a Cure of the Evil, 
ſuch as reducing Pleadings to the Language 
of the Country, &c. But all this is but 
nibbling at the Diſtemper ; it muſt be prob- 
ed to the Bottom before a thorough Cure 
can be made. 


Our Acts of Parliament are, for the moſt 
Part, worded in ſo general and looſe a 
Stile, that the Minors of the Robe work 
their Way through them whenever it ſerves 
for their own Purpoſe; we have known a 
thouſand Inſtances of their great Ingenuity 
in Matters cf this Nature ; but, for the 
preſent I ſhall only fix upon one that hap- 
pens to be a real Grievance. 


IT was enacted, ſome few Years ago, in 
Compaſſion of the induſtrious Poor, that no 
Perſon ſhould be held to Bail in any Action 
brought for any Sum under ten Pounds; 
and this is obſerved as to Mrits iſſued out 
of the Courts of Ve ſiminifter Hall; but 
the Marſhal's Court continues to arreſt and 
hold to Bail in Actions for Sums exceeding 


forty 
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forty Shillings. Now I would be glad to 
know how the Condition of the Subjects, in 
and about this great Metropolis, is mended 
by that Law, which had indeed taken them 
out of bad Hands, but left them perhaps to 
be graſped to Death by worſe ? If there 
be an Exception in the Act in Favour of 
that and other inferior Courts, .it might 
be more owing to the Degree of Favour, 
in which the ſuperior Officers of thoſe 
Courts ſtood in with certain great Per- 
ſons, than from any real Reaſon there could 
be init : For why there ſhould be any ſuch 
Exemption does not in the leaſt appear 
clear to me: Nay, I am pretty ſure ſome 
have found it prejudicial. 


Taovca this Inſtance carries its Share of 
Inconſiſtency with it, it is trifling if com- 
pared with other Miſtakes, which daily 
happen (to the great Prejudice of the in- 
duſtrious Subject) among the Gentlemen of 
the Law. | 


Berors it can be poſſible to make any 
conſiderable Amendment in the Law, or 
the Practice of it, it will be abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to deſtroy all Grants of Offices in 
the Profeſſion heretofore obtained by Fa- 
vourites of the Crown; and though I do 
not think it would be Injuſtice to ſtrip thoſe 
of the Employments, that they have ſo 
unworthily executed; yet, as I would 

not 
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not countenance even the Colour of an In- 
Juſtice, I am for purchaſing, at the real 
Value, the Property of all ſuch Grantces. 
I do not queſtion but that a Sum far ſhort 
of one hundred thouſand Pounds would ſuf- 
fice for this Purpoſe; and though it ſhould 
exceed a Million, the Publick would be 


_ Gainers by the Bargain. 


Sour will ſay, the Profeſſors of the Law 
are grown ſo very formidable, as to be able 
to prevent a Reformation in the Profeſſion. 
I hope this don't hold true in Fact, though 
I muſt conſeſs, they are become a very con- 
fiderable Corps, and very formidable in one 
Senſe, that is to ſay, in Wealth; and pro- 
bably it is owing to this Reaſon alone, 


that the general repeated Complaints of the 


People, againſt the Practicers and Practice 
of the Law, have met with ſo little Coun- 
tenance of late Years. 


Ir was indeed formerly complained of, 


that no publick, Grievance however notori- 


ous, no Petitioner to Parliament could hope 
for Redreſs, or even to have the Merits of 
his Petition conſidercd or debated, except 


certain Perſons were firſt conſulted and their 
Conſents obtained. 


How ſuch extra- judicial Juriſdiction (if 
it was true) came to be introduced con- 
_ frary 
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trary to the Nature and Inſtitution of Par- 
t, I won't take upon me to ſay; 
but certainly ſuch an aſſumed Authority, 
might have been productive of much Evil, 
in as much as the Liberties and Properties 
of the Subject would have became thereby 
purely dependant on the Caprice of any 

ſuch Perſons. | 


I sRaALL conclude my Obfervations as 
to Methods, for the Encouragement of our 
Commerce, with one or two Points, which 
ſeem to merit the Attention of Parliament 
ina particular Manner, as they immediate- 
ly affect the poorer Part of the Subjects, 
which ſhould always be the chief Object of 
their Conſideration. Theſe are the anequal 
Tax upon Windows, and the Miſapplication 
of the Poor's Rates. 


Ox would think that thoſe who had 
_ eſtabliſhed the /indow-tax had forgot that 
wiſe Maxim to be obſerved by all Law-mak- 
ers in levying Money upon the Publick, 
vis, That the Laborious and Indigent are 
to be eaſed at the Expence of the ze and 
wealthy Part of the Subjects. This will 
appear evident to any one who conſiders 
ever ſo little the Inequality of the Tax un- 
der our preſent Conſideration. For by this 
Law the largeſt Edifice in the Kingdom is 
taxed at little more, than the OY 
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of the meaneſt Artificer. How that Par- 
liament came to have little Regard for 
the Eaſe and Encouragement of Induſtry, 
I cannot ſay; but it is to be. hoped this 
Grievance, together with many others will 


be redreſſed by our preſent Repreſentatives, 


who, I don't in the leaſt doubt, have the 
Revival of our Trade and Manufactures 
much at Heart. 


As to the Poor's Rate, it is become ſo ex- 
ceſſive a Burthen, under its preſent Regu- 
lation, that I am ſurprized how it came 
hitherto to be neglected by Parliament. 
Some Countries have paid for many Years 
ſeven Shillings in the Pound, and moſt E- 
ſtates in the Kingdom pay from one to froe 


Shillings. Now, if it be conſidered how 


immenſe a Sum has been annually raiſed for 
the Maintenance of our Poor, and how few 
have been relieved, it will readily appear that 
the Collectors and Managers of this Tax muſt 
have been guilty of no 1mall Miſapplications. 
Would it not be the worth the while of our 
Guardians to inſpect minutely into the Ap- 
plication of a Sum of public Money, little 
Mort of that ariſing from Land, when tax- 


ed at four Shillings in the Pound 4 


Bur as it is not the Buſineſs of any pri- 
vate Perſon to take upon him to dictate to 


the 9 I ſhall only ſay upon this 
Head, 
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Head, that the Grievance will probably 
ſoon become intolerable, except the legiſla- 
tive Power interferes. 


Havixs thus pointed out, in the general, 
the Methods by which our. Commercial 
Grievances may be redreſſed, we will now 

exa mine, whether it be pollible, by any o- 
ther Expedients, to relieve us ſrom the Mi- 
ſeries we labour under. 


I am not ſo in love with my own Pro- 
ductions, but that I ſhould be extremely 
glad to ſee any Scheme, ever ſo different 
from my own, which might anſwer the glo- 

rious Purpoſes which induced me to appcar 
in Print; but I own I cannot at preſent per- 
ceive, haw the Redreſs of our Calamities is 
otherwiſe poſlible, than by retrenching our 
exorbitant Expences, by taking off ſuch op- 
preſſive Clogs as obſtruct our Commerce, 
and by encouraging, in every Shape, by 
Bouulies and Exemptions, the Merchant and 
Marnfafturer, in their ſeveral Capacities. 
T own allo, that I cannot ſec how the Funds, 
abſolutely neceſſary for anſwering theſe 
Ends, can be otherwiſe raiſed (without fall- 
ing into the ſame Errors we would avoid) 
chan by taxing our Luxury and the publick 
Fands : 1 have ihe ewn, thar, beſides. 55 
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poſſible from the known annual Application 


of this Tax for deſray ing the Expence of the 
Current Service. ES 


Now then, a Tax upon Land being OY 
the Queſtion, I ſhould be glad to learn how 
it may be poſſible to make up the Deficien- 
cies that muſt attend the Aboliſhment of ſuch 
of our preſent Taxes as affect our Trade and 
Manufafures, and for the Payment of the 
| Bounties neceſſary for the Encouragement 
of theſe Pillars of our Strength, but by 
taxing our Luxury (which without this Ne- 
eeſſity requires Redreſs) and our publick 
Funds, which have not hitherto contributed, 3 
in the leaſt, towards the national Expence. 
If there are any other Methods by which 
ſjuch a neceſſary Fund may be raiſed, I free- 
ly own they are unknown to me; and there- 
fore, till J am better informed, I muſt per- 
ſiſt in thinking that it will be impoſſible 
to retrieve our /nking Commerce without 
tuture Parcimony, and without laying a 
remporary Tax upon Luxury and our pub- 
lick Funds. i 
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Tue Decay of our Commerce being too 
viſible to be controverted, we will for a 
while, extend our Reflections to Futurity, 
and ſee if we may reaſonably hope for the 
Time to come, to be able to make any Fi- 
gure in the Political World, to be ever in 
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a Condition to diſcharge our Devts, or to 
retrieve our Commerce, except we immer 
diately enter upon Meaſures, ſuch as have 
been partly pointed out here, for the Re- 
covery of our Trade, upon which the others 
ſo much depend. 


Ir is certain, that our Vealih and Power 
flow from our Trade and Commerce, as it 
is that our Influence in Eurors muſt always 
riſe or fall in Proportion to the Gain or Loſs 
accruing from them. Experience, I am ſor- 
ry to ſay it, very late Experience confirms 
this Truth beyond Contradiction : For with- 
out doubt FRANCE muſt have been well 
apprized of the Decay of our Trade, our 
Load of Delts, and our other Misfortunes, 
before ſhe entered into the late War, She 
durſt not have diſturbed the publick Tran- 
quillity, by impetuouſly falling upon the 
chiefeſt of our Allies, if ſhe had not been 
ſenſible of our Inability to act as vigorouſly 
as we had done in former Reigns. And I 
wiſh the preſent pacifick Diſpoſition of the 
DurTca does not proceed from the ſame 
Caule. 


Ir then we are already ſo reduced as to be 
unable to aſſiſt, without the moſt maniteſt 
Danger towards the Preſervation of that 
Ballance of Power, for which we. had ſpilt 
ſuch Occans of Blood, and ſpent ſo many 
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Millions of Treaſure ſince the Revolution; 
what Efforts can we hereafter hope to be able 
to make, in the Cauſe of Liberty, when 
every Year, every Month, nay every Day, 
muſt be productive of greater Decay in our 
Commerce, and conſequently of a greater 


Degree of Diſability. 


As to the Diſcharge of our Debts, which 
certainly might have been accompliſhed be- 


fore this Time, if we had not been infatu- 


ated, how can we hope to be able to get rid 
of them, whiiſt the ſame, or pretty near the 
ſame, national Expences are continued which 
had created them; nay, even though our 
Commerce was not to become leſs beneficial 
than it js at preſent? But as its farther De- 
cay is inevitable, under the preſent Op- 
preſſions, it ſeems 1mpoſitble we ſhould e- 


ver be in a Condition to pay off our Incum- 


brances with any Juſtice to the Creditors, 
except our Trade is ſuddenly relieved. 


Tarn as to our Trade, which has been 
here all along obſerved to have decayed from 
the Veighit of our Taxes, and Unſteadineis 
of our Conduct, is it to be imagined that 
it can be retrieved by the Continuance of 


the fame Preſſure, and Perſeverance in the 


fame expenſive AuQuating Meaſures, which 
had chicily brought its preſent Conſumption 
upon it? No, as it is manifeſt that its Diſ- 
=. | | caſe 
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eaſe is owing to wrong Preſcriptions, we 
muſt make an intire Change in our Practice, 
if we would reſtore it to its primitive 
Health and Vigour. 


To conclude, I think it demonſtrable, as 
well from the preſent Situation of our fo- 
reign and domeſiich Affairs, as from what 
has been obſerved in the Courſe of this 
Treatiſc, that unleſs we immediately re- 
trench our Expences, and go into the other 
Expedients propoſed here for the Encou- 
ragement of Commerce, we never can have 
even a Chance of being able to recover our 
Trade, to pay off our Debts, to make any 
Figure iv EuRops, or to defend our trad- 
ing Intereſt from the Inſults of Foreigners. 
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